Peoria Lakes Basin Alliance

“A Unified Voice for the Restoration and Preservation of the Peoria Lakes”
For further information regarding the Alliance, please contact the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 309-673-9330
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General Comments

From a regional economic development standpoint this a great “Quality of Life” project. As a Pekin
resident and former City Manager, why is Pekin Lake not being studied. — Dennis Kief (309) 613-0758



SWOT Analysis Data

Strengths

Large open water
Beaches/sand

PWC Area

River community identity
strong local partnerships

Attraction for "It Plays in Peorial"
Draw down can be done: target area with less impact to commercial, etc. users to show
value to habitat improvement

River community identity
Strong local partnerships

Visually appealing

Weaknesses

Shallow water depth

Tight budget (public) more likely to shrink than grow

City of Peoria: New resident trail dev. 143 apartment units in Peoria's Riverfront Park &
road bisecting park contributes to water runoff - speed of H20O. Counterproductive and
development of park in floodplain is poor planning.

Never a political or public will to have mandatory regulations with fines and enforcement to
control erosion both ag, commercial, urban, etc. Why aren't stream bank set-backs,
grassways, etc. enforced...

Need modeling of 5, 10, 20 years --> if no changes --> where is river's edge? To show
public of problems & to plan interventions

Limited, declining public agency budgets

Stranded infrastructure as lakes fill w/ sediment

Opportunities

When Peoria Lock must be replaced, do so to make water management & drawdown
easier

Wetland & floodplain restoration

Draw Downs!

Boating

Bird Watching

Sedimentation Retention Ponds

Rain Gardens

City of Peoria green infrastructure program

Building consensus with shoreline property owners/business owners
"Peoria Lakes Emiquone” for Birdwatchers, Education, & Canoes
Draw down can be done & should be planned

Wetland, floodplain restoration

Drawdowns to increase volume, compact sediment, re-establish plants



Erosion control/Best management practices

Storm water tax

Carp processing facilities

Must increase water flow (speed) - - once water passes the narrows, it spreads out & slows
down increasing the rate of deposits in the lower lake.

Public Interest

Retention basin

Someone should work with Ameren to plant prairie in their rights-of-way instead of letting

invasive species like autumn olive or bush honeysuckle grow that has little soil retention
properties.

Threats

Carp

Sprawl

Ravines in East Peoria causing not only mosquitos loss of old grow trees, and losing sides of
the ravines is causing loss of land, trees and potently homes also -- S. Hageman (694-7013)

Impervious surfaces contributing to increase storm water runoffl

Inputs (sediment, pollutants) from outside project area

Greater precipitation & flow increasing flood frequency

More frequent large storm events

City of Peoria Riverfront Development (Please see weaknesses)
Political Involvement

Climate change --> more sever rains; faster run-off from urban sprawl
More rain

More flow

More flooding

Sediment in the system



Future Vision Data

What is your future vision for the Peoria Lakes?

- Asian carp have been eradicated

- Adjacent land reserved for conservation

- The lakes continue to be the focal point of our region

- The CSO issue is solved, carp are managed

- More people appreciate & use the lakes

- Healthy, clean lake/river that supports a diverse number of native flora and fauna
- Vital navigation

- Clean

- Attraction for boating /recreation

- Sedimentation is properly managed

- Wetland restoration

- Increase acreage of park land

- More walking/biking trails

- Water quality has increased

- Deep water

- Thinning body of water

- Home to a diverse set of species

- Aclean body of water for swimming

- Carefully managed for both environmental and human needs

What are some future conservation/environmental project ideas?
- Carp eradication

- Sediment Management

- Wetland areas

- Some deep-water habitat

- Are “large” barges part of the problem?

- How can field runoff be reduced??

- Can pollutants be prevented (regulations)?

- Can using/harvesting Asian car be lucrative??

- Sediment Retention basins

- Adopt best management practices for storm water and erosion control
- Wetland restoration

- Creating initiatives to establish rain gardens to reduce site run off
- Preventing combine sewer overflow

- Erosion control

- Planting more trees

What are some future project ideas for the areas bordering the Lakes?
- Development of ecology standard for watershed development

- Would having areas where “sea weed” can be grown help?2?

- Is the dredged material helpful for farmland??

- Can targeted planting of water absorbing plants help?2

- Increased park land



Increased trail network
Carp processing facilities
Bike /Ped trail

Erosion control

Planting more trees

. What are some additional recreational activities you’d like to see on the
Lakes?

Public carp hunting tours
Sightseeing along the lllinois
More areas for canoeing /kayaking that don’t compete with barges & speed boats
Boat racing

Pools for swimming

Hiking

Mountain biking

Sightseeing

Bird watching

Canoeing

Is swimming even possible?
Submarine tours



Innovation Board Data

What do the Peoria Lakes mean to you?
- Beauty
- Chance to go boating
- They are the focal point of our region!
- They are the focal point of our region!
- Connection to nature
- The greatest gift God has provided us in Central IL
- Vital
- Commerce
- Recreation
- Beauty
What is your favorite memory involving the Peoria Lakes?
- River clean up event
- 4thofJuly
- 4thofJuly
- Getting stuck! Boat ran out of gas!
- Peoria Fine Art fair in September
- Family History
- Cruise on Spirit of Peoria
- Cruise on Spirit of Peoria
- Cruise on Spirit of Peoria
- Swimming totally across the IL River at the IVY Club and 4 other places!!
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