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9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
Transportation is an essential part of the Greater Peoria Area. It connects us to jobs, our families, 

entertainment, and necessary goods and services. The system also serves as the backbone to the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

commerce, quality of life, and economic prosperity, all of which depend on the efficient mobility of people 

and freight. Planning for future development and maintenance of our transportation network is therefore 

vital for creating a healthy, happy, and sustainable region.
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Planning for 2045 
The Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) is a federally required planning 

document. The LRTP addresses automobile, transit, bicycle, pedestrian, and 

freight infrastructure improvements in our region over the next 25 years. The 

LRTP covers the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA). The MPA includes the Peoria-

Pekin Urbanized Area as well as land beyond the urbanized area that may 

become urbanized by the year 2045 (see Map ES-1). 

The Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area Transportation Study (PPUATS) and its staff are 

responsible for updating the LRTP every five years, with guidance from the LRTP 

Blue Ribbon Committee. PPUATS has this responsibility because it is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for our region. The MPO is a federally 

required transportation planning agency for all regions with populations over 

50,000. PPUATS is a member-based organization of municipalities, counties, and 

transportation agencies in our region. 

The LRTP covers a broad range of issues as they relate to transportation, 

including the environment, land use, public health, the economy, safety, security, 

and connectivity. The LRTP also identifies regionally significant transportation 

projects. Projects included in the plan can be implemented with federal, state, 

and local dollars expected to be available through 2045. 

MPO Merger  
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) established PPUATS in 1976 to 

function as the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Peoria-Pekin 

urbanized area. PPUATS was comprised of two committees: the Policy Committee 

and the Technical Committee. From 1976 to 2021, the PPUATS Policy Committee 

functioned as the MPO for the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area. Effective July 1, 

2021, the PPUATS Policy Committee merged with TCRPC. Following the merger, 

ǘƘŜ Cǳƭƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ athΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Technical Committee continues preparing, reviewing, and recommending actions 

to the Full Commission for approval.  

Map ES-1 Peoria-Pekin MPA 

(US Census Bureau, PPUATS) 
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Regional Vision 
PPUATS staff began development of the LRTP 2045 update in July 2019. The plan was adopted in June 2020. 

Throughout the process, PPUATS staff used data and input from local agencies, area experts, and the public 

to develop our ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ transportation vision for 2045. 

This vision can be achieved through five long-term goals, which are public health, mobility and connectivity, 

economy, freight, and environment. These goals were not developed in secretτthey are based on a 

combination of Federal and State transportation goals, feedback from area experts, local planning efforts, 

and input from the public. Action items and performance measures help us ensure that the actions we take in 

the short term are helping achieve our goals for 2045. 

LRTP 2045 Goal 

The Greater Peoria Area will have a safe, balanced, regional, and multi-modal transportation system that creates an attainable and economically 
sustainable solution to connect communities to Areas of Opportunity, increase access, maintain infrastructure, and enhance environmental justice for 

current residents and future generations. 

Public Health Mobility  & Connectivity Economy Freight Environment 

Promote active, healthy 
living in our region by 

striving for safety, 
security, and accessibility 

in our transportation 
system. 

Enable people, goods, and 
information to travel 

efficiently throughout, to, 
and from our region. 

Maintain a transportation 
system that builds 

prosperity throughout  
our region. 

Provide strategic direction 
for freight movements to, 

from, and within our 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ transportation 

system 

Support the preservation 
of natural resources, build 
environmental resiliency, 
and improve quality of life 

through our 
transportation ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
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PPUATS Membership and LRTP Blue Ribbon Committee 
Representatives from the following communities, agencies, and organizations helped guide the LRTP 2045 

planning process: 

PPUATS Policy Committee 

¶ City of Peoria 

¶ Peoria County 

¶ Tazewell County 

¶ Woodford County 

¶ Village of Bartonville 

¶ City of Chillicothe 

¶ CityLink 

¶ Village of Creve Coeur 

¶ City of East Peoria 

¶ Village of Germantown Hills 

¶ Village of Morton 

¶ Village of Peoria Heights 

¶ City of Pekin 

¶ City of Washington 

¶ Village of West Peoria 

¶ Illinois Dept of Transportation 

 

PPUATS Technical Committee 

¶ City of Peoria 

¶ Peoria County 

¶ Tazewell County 

¶ Woodford County 

¶ Village of Bartonville 

¶ City of Chillicothe 

¶ CityLink 

¶ Village of Creve Coeur 

¶ City of East Peoria 

¶ Village of Germantown Hills 

¶ Village of Morton 

¶ Village of Peoria Heights 

¶ City of Pekin 

¶ City of Washington 

¶ Village of West Peoria 

¶ Greater Peoria Metropolitan 

Airport District 

¶ Tri-County Regional  

Planning Commission 

¶ Illinois Dept of Transportation 

LRTP Blue Ribbon Committee 

¶ City of Peoria 

¶ Peoria County 

¶ Tazewell County 

¶ Woodford County 

¶ Village of Bartonville 

¶ City of Chillicothe 

¶ CityLink 

¶ Village of Creve Coeur 

¶ City of East Peoria 

¶ Village of Germantown Hills 

¶ Village of Morton 

¶ Village of Peoria Heights 

¶ City of Pekin 

¶ City of Washington 

¶ Village of West Peoria 

¶ Greater Peoria Metropolitan 

Airport District 

¶ Tri-County Regional  

Planning Commission 

¶ Illinois Dept of Transportation 

¶ Federal Highway Administration 
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tǳōƭƛŎ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
Public participation is an important component of any planning process. A planning process should both 

communicate information about the process to the general public and enable residents to provide input into 

the process. Effective public participation builds trust and buy-in from area residents, resulting in a better 

plan and a plan that is more likely to be embraced by the region.
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Public Participation and COVID-19 
The geographic scope of the long-range transportation plan is the MPA, an area that consists of portions of 

Peoria, Tazewell, and Woodford Counties that encompass the densely developed areas of the region 

centered on the City of Peoria and land immediately surrounding the densely developed areas. Given the size 

and large population of this area, engaging residents in meaningful interaction is challenging. 

Some of the most effective methods of public participation involve in-person, face-to-face encounters. In 

previous years, staff has utilized open houses and community events to receive vital feedback from the public 

on regional priorities and necessary improvements. In March 2020, Illinois Governor JB Pritzker instituted a 

stay-at-home order in response to the emerging COVID-19 pandemic. Part of the stay-at-home order forbid 

any gatherings of more than 10 people. 

Due to the stay-at-home order, staff could not host a scheduled public open house for the LRTP 2045. 

Moreover, all scheduled community meetings identified by staff were cancelled due to the order. Due to 

federal requirements, the MPO could not postpone the LRTP 2045 to wait for opportunities to engage 

residents in person. Instead, staff used all reasonably available means to engage the public virtually.  

To effectively engage the public remotely, the MPO used a variety of outreach methods to maximize the 

number and type of opportunities for residents to become involved in the process. These methods included a 

virtual open house, online public meetings, and a dynamic community engagement platform.  
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Focus Groups 
Greater tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ 2015-2040 LRTP update, Envision HOI, represented a major update to the plan document 

and tt¦!¢{Ω planning process. Staff utilized recently published US Census data and new public input 

methods to transform our ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ long-range planning process. PPUATS wished to build upon the foundation 

of Envision HOI for its LRTP 2045 update, engaging with expert stakeholder groups to hone the ǇƭŀƴΩǎ regional 

goals and objectives. 

 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent stay-at-home order, staff organized and hosted focus group 

meetings. These meetings provided detailed input from regional experts on each long-term goal topic. Each 

group included several professional and citizen experts in their given field. Staff elicited feedback from the 

groups on a long-term goal, and then facilitated a two-hour discussion on the subject. Focus groups identified 

the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ strengths and weaknesses in their topic, then identified opportunities and threats to achieving 

the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ goal. 

Focus group meetings and their findings are summarized on the following pages.  

Figure PI-1 Staff used large whiteboards on 

wheels to quickly capture discussion 
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Public Health 
The Public Health focus group met on October 7, 2019. Public health administrators, educators, park district 

officials were in attendance. 

Public health focus group members stressed that accessibility to transportation has significant ripple effects 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƳΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

resident is elderly, on their way to prompt care, dental care, or mental health appointments. Accessibility 

could refer to education from day care through college. As a person ages, accessibility comes in the form of 

employment connectionsτsome locations, such as larger campuses on the outskirts of town, all but require 

their employees to own a car because they are not on a bus route. Focus group members also noted that 

some residents who attempt to work and go to school simultaneously cannot rely on public transit all the 

time due to unreliable bus schedules.   

Transportation accessibility reaches into still more areas that the public health group listed: Food, parks and 

recreation, economic development, quality of life, and edges of the urbanized area. With all these crucial 

elements dependent on reliable transportation, the group noted that access to transportation equates to 

access to opportunity in lifeτthis particularly applies to 

minorities and underserved populations. Therefore, 

transportation is crucial to public health as a whole.   

Furthermore, public health focus group members also 

highlighted critical safety aspects of the transportation system: 

The need for sidewalks, crosswalks, lighting, and if there are no 

adequate sidewalks, wider road shoulders for walkers and 

bikers. All these elements are especially important near schools, 

group members said. See Figure PI-2 for a breakdown of topics 

discussed during the Public Health focus group.   

Figure PI-2 Frequent Topics, 

Public Health Focus Group 
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Environment 
The Environment focus group met on October 15, 2019. Attendees included representatives from 

conservation groups, area businesses, local municipalities, and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

Deliberate regional collaboration, the environmental subcommittee found, was the most pressing aspect 

when it comes to tackling environment and transportation issues in the region. Subcommittee members felt 

that there is a current lack of regional focus on the environment, and good intentions from transportation 

decisions can have unintended consequences and ripples throughout the region. This, the group said, would 

be addressed in careful planning and cooperation across all three counties.   

These ripple effects are shown clearly in the example of motorized vehicles, subcommittee members noted. 

Emissions from motorized vehicles lead to noise and air pollution, specifically ground-level ozone. These air 

quality issues then create respiratory issues, making this topic also of public health concern. In the long run, 

this pollution leads to climate change and further health issues.   

To mitigate these problems, policy measures are necessary. One member of the group said that developers 

favor projects that have fewer environmental barriers. But regulations that mandate or incentivize 

environmental precautions, such as idling policies, would make it 

more difficult for developers, planners, and lawmakers to skirt 

environmental regulations. However, subcommittee members 

noted that just because policies are in place, it does not mean 

that there will be compliance. Inconsistent regulation, they 

noted, has been an issue in the past.    

A group member also discussed the issue of erosion and 

ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ōǳŦŦŜǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ 

is a step in the right direction, but lack of funding or access to 

funding remains a struggle. See Figure PI-3 for a list of major 

topics from the Environment focus group.  

Figure PI-3 Frequent Topics, 

Public Health Focus Group 
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Economy 
The Economy focus group met on October 21, 2019. At the table were representatives of regional economic 

groups, chambers of commerce, major employers, and local municipalities. 

Employment was a hot topic discussed in the Economy focus group. The group discussed the need to focus 

on minorities, other underserved populations, and millennials to ensure that the transportation systems in 

the tri-county area can connect all people to their jobs. The group pointed at the need for employers and 

employees to collaborate further regarding transit stops near businesses, vans bringing people to their jobs, 

and changing the culture around how people commute to work.  Closing these workforce-related 

transportation gaps would allow the region to be proactive rather than reactive, a key concept that the 

Economy subcommittee highlighted.    

Further, the group discussed the importance of regional brandingτǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ άǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ 

status while still creating regional pride. However, subcommittee members felt that the current mindset of 

άƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴΣ ƛǎ ƘƛƴŘŜǊƛƴg the region. 

Taking small steps to solve problems, they said, is key.   

To do so, technology would be paramount. Continuing to explore 

broadband, green technology, and e-commerce would propel 

the region forward, they noted. These technology- and data-

based solutions would pave the way for autonomous vehicles 

and higher-density outcomes in the tri-county area.   

Finally, as was noted in other focus groups, the Economic 

subcommittee underscored the significance of regional 

collaboration. This planning-based approach, which includes 

connections among different sectors, employers and employees, 

and referencing best practices in other cities, is crucial. See 

Figure PI-4 for a breakdown of the major topics mentioned 

during the Economy focus group.   

Figure PI-4 Frequent Topics, 

Economy Focus Group 
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Mobility and Connectivity 
The Mobility and Connectivity focus group met on November 4, 2019. In attendance were representatives 

from fixed-route and rural transit agencies, workforce development organizations, human service 

organizations, and local municipalities. 

The most pressing topics regarding mobility, connectivity, and region-wide transportation were multi-

modality and accessibility throughout the system. A consistent theme within the Mobility/Connectivity group 

was the need for regional collaboration and a culture shiftτreframing public transportation and the 

importance of wide-scale mobility.  

Urban and rural transit, the group noted, should inherently be linked by regional collaboration. Ideally, a 

regional transit authority would help receive and allocate funding and create regional alliances. Or, group 

members felt that the region would benefit from broader-level collaboration. Using ideas from other regions 

with more cohesive branding, such as the Quad Cities or Des Moines, the tri-county area could be considered 

a regional transit hub.   

On this same note, the group discussed large-scale systems such as rail and bus rapid transit as ideal 

considerations. However, some group members said that policymakers do not feel such an investment is 

worth it.   

From an accessibility standpoint, the group felt it was crucial to 

accommodate residents in the peripheral areas of the region 

who may not have enough transportation options, such as 

people with disabilities and the elderly. Group members noted 

that limited transportation options lead to limited opportunities 

in life, meaning that connecting the tri-county area is crucial to 

ōƻƭǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ hƴŜ 

idea was to have multi-modal options to increase mobility. This 

would mean actively providing such options, making areas more 

conducive to walking and biking, and prioritizing pedestrian 

safety throughout the system. See Figure PI-5 for a list of topics 

that the Mobility & Connectivity group mentioned most often.

Figure PI-5 Frequent Topics, 

Mobility & Connectivity Focus Group 
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Freight 
The Freight focus group met on November 26, 2019. At the table were high-level stakeholders representing 

every mode of transportation impacting the Greater Peoria area. 

The freight group discussed a variety of transportation system topics, but funding dominated the 

conversation. Several members mentioned funding from the capital bill as an opportunity to help ports, 

bolster the port district, and diversify funding to modes other than highways. They highlighted the need to 

identify the most cost-effective method to transport different freight goods, though the high cost of fuel and 

alternative fuel was a sticking point for any mode.    

Federal funding, the group highlighted, was lacking. This results in uncertainty and a burden on the state to 

cover costs. Group members explained that these costsτfor example, maintenanceτhave continued to rise 

while prices decrease. One individual offered the idea of tolls to help alleviate these funding requirements.    

Additionally, the group discussed the environment and how it has affected freight funding. The group noted 

that environmental regulations and requirements have created a cost burden on the system. A freight group 

member noted that used tires from trucking and agriculture can be recycled, but it is not a viable practice, 

since it costs less to buy new ones.    

Finally, freight group participants talked in detail about system 

capacity and capability. This, more likely than not, was a 

positiveτgroup members noǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ 

and take on more freight. However, some issues arose regarding 

the logistics of this possible growth. One group member asked if 

the region is capable of handling equipment and storage as 

demand increases. Refer to Figure PI-6 for the most mentioned 

topics from the freight focus group.  

Figure PI-6 Frequent Topics, 

Freight Focus Group 
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MindMixer 
A website was established with the sole intent of engaging residents in the LRTP process. The website was 

developed in cooperation with MindMixer, a company devoted to building stronger relationships between 

communities and residents through transparent, meaningful, and productive interactions. TCRPC worked 

with MindMixer to establish an online platform through which residents could provide input into the LRTP 

process from their own homes and on their own schedules. The website URL was 

tricountyrpc.mindmixer.com, and the website enabled residents to: 

¶ Click on a map of the region to identify locations where a transportation issue or challenge exists 

¶ Click on a map and identify needed transportation improvements 

¶ Submit ideas on innovative transportation policies that the region should explore 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴŘaƛȄŜǊ ǎƛǘŜ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ру ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ Lƴ 

order to continue the conversation through the stay-at-home order, staff intends to keep the MindMixer site 

active and pose new prompts for users throughout the year. 

Virtual Public Meetings 
TCRPC hosted four virtual, online public meetings to enable residents to learn about the LRTP and provide 

input. One meeting, held May 26, 2020 from 2:00pm to 3:30pm, functioned like a public open house. More 

than 30 area residents received a presentation from staff and took part in a discussion on the future of 

transportation in the region. 

During the discussion, staff received feedback on regional priorities and projects, as well as answered 

questions about the LRTP and MPO functions. Attendees were encouraged to follow up with staff or on the 

MindMixer site with more input. 

The remaining three meetings took place during regularly scheduled meetings of the Tri-County Regional 

Planning Commission, PPUATS Technical Committee, and PPUATS Policy Committee. Participants at these 

meetings received a presentation from staff and were provided the opportunity to comment. 
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9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
Analyzing current and historical information is a vital step in defining future transportation needs for 

individuals living and working in the Metropolitan Planning Area. The following section provides an overview 

of trends in demographics, land use, and infrastructure.
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Demographics 
The Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area contains a population of 266,693 across 237 square miles in Central Illinois. 

The urbanized area is the population and economic center of Greater Peoria, which includes Peoria, Tazewell, 

and Woodford Counties. Greater Peoria is located 120 miles southwest of Chicago, 140 miles northeast of 

Saint Louis, and 180 northwest of Indianapolis. 

The Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area includes 16 municipalities across three counties: 

¶ Village of Bartonville 

¶ Village of Bellevue 

¶ City of Chillicothe 

¶ Village of Creve Coeur 

¶ Village of Dunlap 

¶ City of East Peoria 

¶ Village of Germantown Hills 

¶ Village of Marquette Heights 

¶ Village of Morton 

¶ Village of North Pekin 

¶ Village of Norwood 

¶ City of Pekin 

¶ City of Peoria 

¶ Village of Peoria Heights 

¶ City of Washington 

¶ City of West Peoria 

The Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA), the 25-year planning area for the LRTP, spans 603 square miles. The 

MPA includes 6 municipalities along with those in the urbanized area. They are: 

¶ Village of Bay View Gardens 

¶ Village of Germantown Hills 

¶ Village of Hanna City 

¶ Village of Metamora 

¶ Village of South Pekin 

¶ Village of Spring Bay 

¶ Village of Tremont 
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Age 
The 2015 Census American Community Survey (ACS) shows a great 

amount of parity between many age groups in the urbanized area. 

The largest age group of residents is between 30 and 39 years of 

age, but all age groups between 0 and 59 years old have very similar 

populations. This distribution is like what was seen in the 2000 and 

2010 Census data for the urbanized area. In 2015, the median age 

for the urbanized area was 37.6 years, up slightly from the median 

age of 37.2 in the 2010 Census. 

Race and Ethnicity 
A large majority of the urbanized ŀǊŜŀΩǎ population is white, 

although the percentage of white residents decreased slightly 

between 2010 and 2015. The racial makeup of the region has 

remained steady since 2010, with small percentage increases in 

Asian and Two or More Races. 

The urbanized area saw an increase in population identifying as 

Hispanic or Latino between 2010 and 2015, increasing 

approximately 0.5%.  

0-9
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Figure EC-1 Age and Gender in the Urbanized Area (UA), 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 

Race 2010 2013-2017 

White alone 80.7% 79.6% 

Black or African American alone 12.8% 12.8% 

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0.3% 0.2% 

Asian alone 2.5% 3.0% 

Native Hawaiian and  
Other Pacific Islander alone 

0.0% 0.0% 

Some other race alone 1.3% 1.3% 

Two or more races: 2.4% 3.1% 

Ethnicity 2010 2013-2017 

Hispanic or Latino 3.4% 3.9% 

Not Hispanic or Latino 96.6% 96.1% 

 

Table EC-1 Race and Ethnicity in the UA, 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 
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Disability Status 
Identifying segments of the population with limited mobility is 

essential to building and maintaining a transportation network 

that is accessible to the greatest number of residents in our 

region. A key aspect of planning for transit use is identifying the 

needs of elderly individuals, individuals with disabilities, and 

individuals in poverty. Table EC-2 shows these groups of residents. 

Education 
In 2015 just over 90% of residents of the urbanized area have a 

high school diploma (see Table EC-3). The percentage of urbanized 

area residents with at least a ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ degree was almost 30%. 

These numbers demonstrate that the urbanized area has a well-

educated population that should continue to become better-

educated in the future.  

Population 
% with a 
disability 

Total civilian noninstitutionalized population 12.0% 

   Under 18 years 3.4% 

   18 to 64 years 9.7% 

   65 years and over 34.1% 

 Table EC-2 Disability Status in the UA, 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 

Educational Attainment 2013-2017 

Less than 9th grade 2.7% 

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 6.6% 

High school graduate (includes equivalency) 28.5% 

Some college, no degree 23.0% 

Associate's degree 10.1% 

Bachelor's degree 18.8% 

Graduate or professional degree 10.3% 

Percent high school graduate or higher 90.8% 

Percent bachelor's degree or higher 29.1% 

 Table EC-3 Educational Attainment in the UA, 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 
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Household Income 
Income is a large determinant of available travel options for 

families. Table EC-4 shows the median household income for all 

households in the urbanized area and for different ages of 

householder. Generally, incomes are lowest for householders 

under the age of 25 and rise in the 25-44 and 45-64 age groups. As 

householders retire, incomes begin to decrease. Due to potential 

financial constraints, travel options are likely to be limited for 

householders under 25 and over 64. 

Poverty 
In 2015 the largest impoverished population in the urbanized area 

were those under five years old, with almost one quarter of 

people in that age group in poverty. Approximately one-fifth of 

young adults (ages 18 to 34) and one tenth of older adults (35 to 

64) were in poverty.  

Age of householder Median household income 

15 to 24 years $28,689 

25 to 44 years $59,550 

45 to 64 years $62,168 

65 years and over $42,603 

 Table EC-4 Median Income (Past 12 Months) in the UA, 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 

Population 2013-2017 

Under 5 years 23.50% 

5 to 17 years 17.80% 

18 to 34 years 19.00% 

35 to 64 years 10.90% 

65 years and over 6.90% 

 Table EC-5 Poverty Status by Age in the UA, 2013-2017 

(US Census Bureau) 
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Land Use in the Urbanized Area 
The land within the 20-year planning boundary consists of 

urban areas, rural areas, and significant environmental 

resources. Map LU-1 on the opposite page shows the area 

within the 20-year planning boundary. The Illinois River 

bisects the planning area, and steep forested bluffs line the 

River to the east and the west. Land along the Illinois River 

is primarily urbanized, with the three largest communities 

in the region ς Peoria, Pekin, and East Peoria ς located on 

ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜǎΦ The edges of the planning area are 

primarily rural, with small towns and villages situated 

among agricultural land. 

A land use map for the area within the 20-year planning 

boundary was recently developed as part of a scenario 

planning process for the Tri-County region. This mapping 

work was completed by identifying the primary land use for 

each traffic analysis zone (TAZ) and assigning a single land 

use to each TAZ. Since this land use map is based on TAZs 

rather than individual parcels, it is not a completely 

accurate representation of current land use. However, it 

does provide an approximate breakdown of land use within 

the 20-year planning boundary.  

Map LU-1 PPUATS 20-Year Planning Boundary, 2014 
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Rural land accounts for about three-fourths of all land 

within the 20-ȅŜŀǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΦ [ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǿ 

5Ŝƴǎƛǘȅ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άtŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŜŀŎƘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ т% of land 

within the planning boundary. All other land uses account 

for less than 4% of land within the planning boundary. Map 

LU-2 shows land use within the 20-year planning boundary 

and Table LU-1 lists the number of acres in each land use 

category. 

The quantity of urbanized land in the Tri-County region 

increased from 86,760 acres in 1990 to 91,903 acres in 2000 

according to data provided by the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The increase in 

urbanized land is not surprising; therefore, a more useful 

statistic for understanding land development in the region 

is the quantity of urbanized land per capita. According to 

HUD, urbanized land per capita increased from 0.256 acres 

per resident in 1990 to 0.265 acres per resident in 2000. 

This statistic suggests that development is becoming less 

dense, or that more land is being developed per resident 

over time. There are costs and benefits to this pattern of 

growth. This Long-Range Transportation Plan process 

presents an opportunity to consider different land 

development patterns for the region and plan for a 

transportation system that can facilitate and complement 

desired development patterns.  

Map LU-2 Land Use within the PPUATS MPA, 2013 
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Land Use Acres Percentage 

Rural 282,305 74.5% 

Low Density Residential 25,806 6.8% 

Parks and Recreation 24,548 6.5% 

Rural Residential 13,130 3.5% 

Commercial 11,659 3.1% 

Industrial 11,488 3.0% 

Medium Density Residential 5,474 1.4% 

Government 4,286 1.1% 

Office 184 0.0% 

High Density Residential 143 0.0% 

Mixed Use 95 0.0% 

Total 379,118 100% 

Table LU-1 Land Use in the PPUATS MPA by Acre and Percent, 2013  
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Population Density 
The population density of the 20-year planning area is 

presented in Map LU-3. Population density is shown by block 

group, a unit of geography defined by the US Census Bureau 

for purposes of data collection and analysis. Data are from the 

2010 US Census. 

The most densely populated areas ς block groups with a 

population density greater than 5,000 residents per square 

mile ς ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ tŜƪƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǿƻ 

largest communities. Areas with a population density of 

greater than 1,000 residents per square mile and less than or 

equal to 5,000 residents per square mile are located within 

Peoria, Pekin, and other communities such as East Peoria, 

Washington, Morton, Creve Coeur, and Germantown Hills. 

Most of the planning area has a population density less than 

or equal to 1,000 residents per square mile. These areas are 

located outside of communities and are rural in nature. 

The population density of any given area impacts the 

desirability of different transportation modes. For example, 

walking and bicycling are more prevalent in densely developed 

areas than in sparsely developed areas. Yet transportation 

improvements can also impact future population density. For 

example, pedestrian improvements in commercial cores can 

help spur retail business development and attract residents 

and shoppers to an area. Thus, the existing population density 

and the preferred future population density of different areas 

should be considered as transportation improvements are 

proposed for the Tri-County region. 

Historic Resources 
The impact of transportation improvements on historic 

resources must be carefully considered. According to Section 4(f)  Map LU-3 Population Density in the PPUATS MPA, 2010 

(US Census Bureau) 
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of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, any federally assisted transportation projects may not use 

land from a historic site unless the following conditions are satisfied: 

1. There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of land from the historic site. 

2. The action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property resulting from use. 

Historic sites include properties of national, state, or local significance. Section 4(f) applies to properties listed 

or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. In some cases, the law also applies to 

properties identified by state and local governments as historically significant. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǳǎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƘŀǊƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

impacts to the historic site. Therefore, this legislation applies not just to the proposed demolition of a historic 

site but to potential adverse impacts to the historic site such as noise and pollution. 

There are 55 properties in the Tri-County region listed in the National Register of Historic Places. These 

properties include buildings, objects, structures, sites, and historic districts. There are an additional 18 

properties that have been determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register. Table LU-2 below 

provides a breakdown of historic properties listed in and eligible to be listed in the National Register by 

county. 

County Listed Properties Eligible Properties 

Peoria 32 5 

Tazewell 15 8 

Woodford 8 5 

Total 55 18 

Table LU-2 Properties Listed in and Eligible for Listing in National Register of Historic Places  

(Illinois Historic Preservation Agency; National Park Service)  
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There are other historic resources in the region that have been designated as local landmarks by local units of 

government that have historic preservation ordinances. The City of Peoria, City of Washington, and Peoria 

Park District each have a historic preservation ordinance. A historic preservation ordinance asserts the 

importance of preserving historic resources for a unit of government and provides a mechanism by which 

historic properties can be preserved. 

The Tri-/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏontribute to a high quality of life. 

While federal transportation law provides protection for some historic resources when transportation 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 

changes to tƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘΦ .ǊƻŀŘƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 

help achieve the goals of providing a quality transportation system while preserving historic resources to 

promote a high quality of life. 
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{ȅǎǘŜƳ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ 
Understanding how the transportation system currently works regarding infrastructure quality and frequency 

of use, planners can better assess how the system should evolve. Furthermore, providing active 

transportation options and multi-modal access to different parts of the region is paramount to developing 

thriving communities, increasing economic competitiveness, and improving local health.
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Major Infrastructure Elements 
The Long-Range Transportation tƭŀƴΩǎ main purpose is to analyze and assess the existing and future 

transportation infrastructure for the urbanized area. Without an efficient and user-friendly transportation 

system, congestion, delay, and additional crashes could occur. The metropolitan planning ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 

transportation system can be characterized by interlocking grid patterns, transected by a major US Interstate 

(I-74), and partially circumvented by a major bypass (I-474) stretching over a land area of nearly 200 square 

miles.  

The data in this section of the LRTP were collected by the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC), 

Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area Transportation Study (PPUATS), PPUATS member agencies, the Illinois 

Department of Transportation (IDOT), and the US Department of Transportation (US DOT), and the US Census 

Bureau. The transportation system of the Peoria-Pekin Metropolitan Area includes these infrastructure 

elements, seen in Table SO-1. 

Type   Amount/Number Regionwide  

Class I Trails  35.6 miles  

Bicycle infrastructure  62 miles  

Traffic signals  362 signals  

CityLink buses  53 buses  

CityLink routes  36 routes  

CityLink bus stops  865 signed bus stops and approx. 24 flag stops  

Miles of roadway  4,910.9 miles  

Passenger rail routes  0 routes  

Rail freight carriers  10 carriers  

Commercial airports  1 airport  

General aviation airports  2 airports  

This section will detail infrastructure, safety, and ridership data for the following modes of transportation 

within the urbanized and metropolitan planning area:  

¶ Roadways and motor vehicles  

¶ Bus transportation  

¶ Access for people with disabilities  

¶ Bicycles and pedestrians  

¶ Freight (Truck, River, Air, Rail)  

¶ Air travel 

Table SO-1 Major Infrastructure Elements 

in the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area 
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Assets and Barriers 
In 2014, TCRPC completed a three-year planning process for the HUD Regional Sustainability Grant, ά.Ǌƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ 

Bright /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ The grant provided the opportunity for an in-depth review of transportation conditions 

in the metropolitan area. Through interviews, public outreach, surveys, and data collection, TCRPC staff 

developed a regional transportation assessment. The assets and barriers identified in that process are listed 

below. 

Transportation Assets 
Our region has been largely unaffected by systemic congestion issues faced 

by many other metropolitan areas across the nation.  

The Cities of Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin have access to quality bus 

service from CityLink.  

The region has two rural public transportation providers that provide 

access and mobility primarily for populations who are disabled, elderly, 

and low-income.  

The region has over 60 miles of existing bicycle trails, with several 

additional trails planned throughout the region.  

Quality access to railroad service for freight, including access to four Class I 

carriers (e.g. Union Pacific), three regional Class II carriers, and several 

short-line operators.  

The Peoria-Pekin Union Railroad, located in Creve Coeur and East Peoria, is 

the largest switching and classification yard in Central Illinois, having over 

100 miles of track with the capacity of 2,500 cars.  

Tri-County regional leaders are committed to establishing a connection to 

the high-speed rail network.  

Due to the significant channel depth of the Illinois River, barges can 

navigate the river year-round.  

The Illinois River provides a cheaper alternative for transporting freight. It 

is estimated that cargo can be moved by barge for one-third the cost of rail 

and one-fifth the cost of truck.  

The Peoria region has access to an international airport, which provides 

direct flights to Nonstop destinations include Chicago, Dallas, Las Vegas, 

Mesa, Punta Gorda, Destin, St. Petersburg, Atlanta, Minneapolis, Charlotte, 

and Orlando (PIA, n.d.). Nashville nonstop service is to start in June 2020 

(WEEK, 2020).
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Transportation Barriers 
Several communities within the urbanized area are not served by public 

transit.  

Though public transportation is gaining support ς especially among 

younger generations ς there continues to be a stigma surrounding bus as a 

form of transportation.  

Many bus stops in the region are not accessible, particularly to individuals 

who are disabled. 

Rural public transportation is not well understood by the general public 

and has not been fully recognized as an essential component to the 

transportation network.  

For a variety of reasons, use of alternative transportation modes is lacking 

in the region.  

Retrofitting streets for bike lanes and acquiring land for bike trails can be 

expensive.  

The built environment does not encourage walking. Many stores cannot be 

accessed without traveling through a parking-lot.  

Many sidewalks are inaccessible to people with disabilities. Some are too 

narrow, some are blocked by light poles, and some have a severe slant 

towards the street.  

While the region enjoys rail infrastructure access, rail service is limited 

strictly to freight; the region currently does not have direct access to 

Amtrak passenger rail service.  

Significant delays occur in the lock and dam system along the Illinois River. 

Plans are underway to improve the locks, but construction is many years 

away.  

Sedimentation from eroding ravines within the Illinois River watershed is 

reducing the depth of the river, making it more difficult for barges to 

navigate through the channels.  

Airport strikes and the recession have caused inconsistency from airlines.  
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Roadways and Motor Vehicles 
Roadways are an integral component of Greater tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ transportation system. To maximize economic and 

social benefits and enhance mobility, the roadway system must be safe, efficient, and well-maintained. This 

section will describe the current state of the Greater Peoria Area roadway system, including roadway usage, 

safety, and stewardship, and will discuss public comments concerning our roadway system. 

Road Types 
For planning purposes, roadways are grouped into separate classes according to the character of service they 

are intended to provide. Basic to this process is the acknowledgment that individual roads and streets do not 

serve travel independently. Rather, most travel involves movement through a network of roads. Descriptions 

of each roadway classification are listed below. 

Interstate: Interstates are the highest classification in the system, and they 

are designed and constructed with mobility, high speed, and long-distance 

travel in mind. All roadways in this functional classification category are 

officially designated as Interstates by the Secretary of Transportation and 

are part of the National Highway System. 

Freeway or Expressway: Roadways in this category look very similar to 

Interstates. Freeways and expressways may traverse the urban area from 

one boundary to another or may simply join with another connecting link. 

These roadways may also provide access to circumferential routes around 

the city or provide links to the central city. 

Principal Arterial: Limited access highways to semi-limited access 

roadways that carry high volumes of traffic make up this roadway 

functional classification. Principal arterials are typically used for long trips 

within the region and provide for an integrated network serving the entire 

urban area. They connect central business districts and outlying residential 

areas, major inner-city communities, and/or major suburban centers. 

Minor Arterial: Minor arterials provide service for trips of moderate 

length, serve geographic areas that are smaller than their higher Arterial 

counterparts, and offer connectivity to the higher Arterial system. In 

comparison to principal arterials, minor arterials provide lower travel 

speeds and traffic volumes, but provide more access to property. Often, 

these roadways carry local bus routes.  

Collectors: These roadways are designed for lower speed and traffic 

volumes than arterials. They collect the traffic from neighborhoods and 

direct it to the nearest arterials (or disperse the traffic from the arterials 

into neighborhoods). Collectors are often less continuous than arterials 

and a complete trip on a single collector is not usually possible.  

Local Streets: Local streets include all roadways not covered in one of the 

classes above. These roadways allow direct access to homes and 

businesses; through-traffic is generally discouraged. To minimize 

construction and maintenance costs, local streets are designed with less 

concern for connectivity from street to street, narrower geometrics, and 

other lesser standards.  
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Map SO-1 shows the current system of interstate, principal 

arterial, minor arterial, and collector roadways in the MPA. As 

the map shows, the system has a high degree of connectivity.  

Map SO-1 Road Network in the Metropolitan Planning Area 
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Average Annual Daily Traffic 
The Illinois Department of Transportation collects various travel 

statistics, including roadway average daily traffic (ADT). Map SO-

2 shows the roadways in the region with some of the highest 

recent traffic counts. These roadways provide the major east-

west and north-south connections between the urban core 

(Peoria and East Peoria) and smaller suburban and rural 

communities across the Metropolitan Planning Area. 

Note: The most recent ADT counts from a mixture of sources for 

major roadways can be explored throughout the state on the 

Annual Average Daily Traffic map from 

http://gettingaroundillinois.com.  

Map SO-2 Highest AADT Roadways  

in the Metropolitan Planning Area 
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Vehicle Miles Traveled 
IDOT also collects data on average vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Figure 

SO-1 shows total VMT in the urbanized area across all road types. 

Table SO-2 shows total VMT in the urbanized area by road type. 

Despite trending downward recently, VMT in the urbanized area is 

considerably higher than it was ten years ago. VMT remained stable 

from 2009 to 2013 before increasing sharply in 2014. This increase 

may be attributed to several factors, including economic recovery 

following the 2008 downturn and lower fuel prices. Both encourage 

people to take more automobile trips, either to work or to recreation. 

Vehicle Miles Traveled in the Urbanized Area 

Road Type  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  

Interstate  1,148,309 1,176,557 1,157,954 1,184,650 1,151,796 1,222,001 1,217,652 1,260,859 1,246,603 1,272,697 

Principal Arterial  1,929,713 1,927,390 1,822,025 1,808,511 1,813,129 1,795,485 1,665,712 1,465,737 1,454,711 1,440,951 

Minor Arterial  1,267,834 1,261,440 1,232,025 1,200,416 1,218,696 1,475,108 1,458,164 1,557,412 1,469,112 1,463,320 

Collector  475,930 476,123 462,754 456,412 461,035 504,248 515,969 572,120 534,173 511,227 

Local  687,127 686,813 695,944 779,356 735,166 805,857 811,330 812,577 823,601 813,143 

Total  5,508,913 5,528,323 5,498,557 5,555,821 5,504,055 6,053,538 5,899,945 5,954,909 5,814,145 5,791,884 

Table SO-2 Urbanized Area Vehicle Miles Traveled 2009-2018 

(IDOT, 2018)  
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Figure SO-1 Total Vehicle Miles Traveled in the Urbanized Area, 2009-2018 

(IDOT, 2018) 
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Congestion Management 
Because roadways are an essential component of our transportation system for buses, trucks, and 

automobiles, they are bound to become congested in certain areas. To manage and plan for congestion and 

to comply with federal requirements, the region has adopted a Congestion Management Process (CMP). The 

CMP (2011) is intended to serve as an organized and transparent way for our planning area to identify and 

manage congestion, connect performance measures to funding support for projects, and evaluate 

recommended strategies to ensure the region is effectively addressing congestion. The plan recommends 

actions such as improving intersections and traffic signals, signal timing, adding left turn lanes, implementing 

roundabouts where appropriate, upgrading signage, expanding, and improving public transportation services, 

and encouraging the construction of sidewalks and bikeways.  

¢/wt/Ωǎ Travel Demand Model can identify current and future congestion along the MPA roadways. To see 

where roadways are most likely to be congested in the future, visit the Travel Demand Model Section.  

Roadway Safety 
Maintaining a safe roadway system is essential to sustaining and enhancing the quality of life for regional 

residents. Deaths and injuries resulting from traffic crashes are a serious public health concern and 

substantially impact local communities with medical costs, lost wages, insurance costs, taxes, police, fire, and 

emergency medical services, legal and court costs, and property damage. More details about traffic crashes 

in the region can be found in the Public Health system of this document.  
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State Safety Plans and Initiatives 
To address major roadway safety concerns, IDOT created the Bureau of Safety Engineering and completed a 

Statewide Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan (CHSP) in 2005. Since then, IDOT has implemented the 

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), began dedicating more money to safety projects, and started 

taking a system improvement approach versus a spot improvement only approach. This has included 

installing safety measures such as rumble strips, chevrons, safety shoulders, flashing lights for stop signs, and 

offset left turn lanes at signalized intersections at various locations.  

IDOT now publishes an annual Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). Similar to the CHSP, the SHSP 

emphasizes 16 focus areas (IDOT, n.d.b):  

¶ Distracted/Fatigued/Drowsy Driver  

¶ Heavy Vehicle  

¶ Highway-Railroad Grade Crossings  

¶ Impaired Driver  

¶ Information Systems  

¶ Intersections  

¶ Motorcycle  

¶ Older Driver  

¶ Pedalcyclist  

¶ Pedestrian  

¶ Roadway Departure  

¶ Speeding/Aggressive Driver  

¶ Traffic Incident Management  

¶ Work Zone  

¶ Unrestrained Occupants  

¶ Younger Driver  

The SHSP builds upon and improves data, data systems, safety analysis and evaluation, and is the overarching 

plan used to implement various safety programs and initiatives.  
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ITS Security & Safety 
The ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ original ITS system was installed during the reconstruction of Interstate 74 in Peoria. This system 

has since grown from having just 25 cameras to now including well over double that. Additionally, the system 

interconnects more cities, additional dynamic message signs have been installed, and more miles of fiber 

optic cable have been put in the ground.  

This system allows IDOT to share up-to-the-minute data with police, fire, and public works departments of 

various agencies in the area. IDOT receives data from the Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) from the Peoria 

County 911 center, which provides notifications of incidents without the police having to send updates. This 

information helps IDOT respond to incidents more quickly and with the right equipment. These quick 

response times allow traffic lanes to become unobstructed faster, thus reducing traveler delay and secondary 

crashes.  

ITS information is also disseminated to the public via a website that shows video images, weather updates, 

and lane closures caused by incidents and construction. Cameras at critical bridge and river locations (not 

shown to the public) are shared with the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) and the coast guard.  

In the future, IDOT plans to connect to additional police and public works departments and state districts, as 

well as receive CAD data from other 911 centers.  
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Transportation Asset Management  
Asset Management is part of a performance-based method to ensure resources are invested as effectively as 

possible. 

Renewed focus on asset management has been approached both from the top-down and the ground-up. The 

concept has gained momentum largely because of recent (MAP-21) and current (FAST Act) federal legislation 

requiring a performance-based approach to investments in the National Highway System. However, local and 

state resources to maintain such assets have also been dwindling in recent years to the point that an average 

person will readily agree there has been a more notice-able, widespread decline in the condition of our roads 

and bridges. This section will detail the recent efforts at the state, regional, and local levels to better manage 

transportation assets. 

Illinois DOT Transportation Asset Management Plan: Raising the Bar 
Part of the MAP-21 rulemakings include a requirement that all states develop a 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎŜǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ό¢!atύΦ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

in April 2018. The document outlines how a state will develop and implement long-

term strategies for proper maintenance of highway and bridges to ensure a longer 

life. The plan addresses all state-maintained pavements and bridges ς not just those 

that are part of the National Highway System.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ άǿƻǊǎǘ-ŦƛǊǎǘέ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 

and programming decision strategies to instead focus on system preservation. To 

many, it seems confusing to invest finite (and sometimes scarce) resources in an 

asset that appears to be in better condition than one that is obviously in bad shape. 

Communication strategies have focused on using analogies like the importance of oil 

changes for vehicles to maximize their useful life (Figure SO-2). A more specific 

visual in Figure SO-3 ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

process and the costs associated with restoring a pavement to good condition at 

different points in that process. In summation, it is more cost effective to intervene 

earlier rather than waiting to replace an asset at the end of the useful life.  

Figure SO-2 Example Maintenance Education Visual 

(IDOT TAMP, 2018) 
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Bridges 
As of 2019, there are nearly 27,000 bridges across the state. IDOT and local agencies inspect these structures 

on a bi-yearly basis as designated by National Bridge Inspections Standards (NBIS). This assessment is critical 

ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ-effective manner, as well as keeping 

the general public safe. 

Each bridge is assigned a computer-generated sufficiency rating. This is a numeric value that is a result of a 

method used to evaluate data by calculating four different factors: Structural Adequacy and Safety; 2) 

Serviceability and Functional Obsolescence; 3) Essentiality for Public Use; and 4) Special Reductions (based on 

ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ 

service. A rating of 100% represents an entirely sufficient bridge, and a rating of zero represents an entirely 

insufficient or deficient bridge. Only structures that carry a highway receive a sufficiency rating. 

Since the final rulemaking of MAP-21 performance measures for Infrastructure, FHWA has shifted to 

classifying bridges into Good, Fair, and Poor. These terms are defined in accordance with the Pavement and 

.ǊƛŘƎŜ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊǳƭŜΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ нлмтΦ ά.ǊƛŘƎŜ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

determined by the lowest rating of National Bridge Inventory (NBI) condition ratings for Item 58 (Deck), Item 

59 (Superstructure), Item 60 (Substructure), or Item 62 (Culvert). If the lowest rating is greater than or equal 

to 7, the bridge is classified as Good; if it is less than or equal to 4, the classification is Poor. Bridges rated 5 or 

с ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ CŀƛǊΦέ  

CǊƻƳ CI²!Ωǎ нлмф b.L ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ have been compiled in Table SO-3. To 

be clear, these bridges are listed by location, not maintenance responsibility.  
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In the last version of this document, 2014 data indicated Peoria County had the fourth lowest sufficiency rating in the state. Furthermore, the Tri-

/ƻǳƴǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ муΦп҈Σ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ άǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴǘέ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ уΦп҈Φ 

Because of this previous analysis, the 2019 NBI data from Table SO-3 was further scrutinized to show the proportion of bridges in each condition in 

Table SO-4. 

Location  

Bridge Counts Bridge Area Square Meters 

All Good Fair Poor All Good Fair Poor 

Peoria County (143)  351 88 175 88 You 23,136 88,461 79,158 

Tazewell County (179)  358 91 213 54 309,832 29,014 205,434 75,384 

Woodford County (203)  219 64 129 26 59,922 9,226 36,988 13,708 

Tri-County Region 928 243 517 168 560,509 61,376 330,883 168,250 

Illinois 26,825 13,084 11,334 2,407 13,515,434 4,834,270 7,014,931 1,666,233 

Table SO-3 Bridge Conditions 

(FHWA National Bridge Inventory, 2019) 

Location  

Percent of Bridges by Rating 

All Good Fair Poor 

Peoria County (143)  351 25.07% 49.86% 25.07% 

Tazewell County (179)  358 25.42% 59.50% 15.08% 

Woodford County (203)  219 29.22% 58.90% 11.87% 

Tri-County Region  928 26.19% 55.71% 18.10% 

Illinois 26,825 48.78% 42.25% 8.97% 

Though 2019 data uses άDƻƻŘΣέ άCŀƛǊΣέ ŀƴŘ άtƻƻǊέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ,έ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-County region still reports bridges in poor condition at a 

higher proportion than Illinois as a whole. Again, bridges in Peoria County are noticeably worse off when comparing the proportion of bridges in poor or 

good condition with the state totals. The proportion of bridges in good condition is also significantly lower for the whole region when compared to the 

percent of all Illinois bridges in good condition. Current bridge conditions are concerning. However, the eastbound span of the McCluggage Bridge 

(carries US 150) is currently being replaced, Murray Baker bridge is closed to the public for maintenance and re-decking, and the Bob Michel bridge has 

been included in the Rebuild Illinois Capital Program. It is encouraging to see this large investment in critical river crossings, but clearly more bridges 

need repair or replacement throughout the region. 

PPUATS has supported IDOT targets for National Highway System bridge conditions. To review this information, see Appendix A. 

Table SO-4 Percent of Bridges by Rating 

(FHWA National Bridge Inventory, 2019) 
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Pavements 
In any community, pavement is the largest transportation asset to maintain. Recently, local and state agencies have faced an increasing burden to 

maintain acceptable driving conditions. Some of this can be attributed to a flat (not indexed to inflation) gas tax from 1993-present at the federal level 

and 1990 to 2019 at the state level. However, it should also be noted that in the same time frame, more expansion projects increased the pavement 

miles in many communities and the entire state. Across the board, the de-prioritization of maintenance in favor of system expansion or prioritizing 

reconstruction of the roads in worst condition has slowly built up a serious maintenance debt to tackle. 

Figure SO-3 below describes the general reasoning behind embracing maintenance as a major long-term cost savings. This approach, referred to as 

pavement maƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ό!!{I¢hύ ŀǎ άΧǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛent 

directing of the various activities involved in providing and sustaining pavements in a condition acceptable to the traveling public at the least life cycle 

Ŏƻǎǘέ όмфурύΦ 

  

National Highway System 

Per MAP-21 rulemakings about highway performance measures, pavement distress data must be collected and rated as good, fair, and poor. This 

system is largely maintained by IDOT, however both State DOTs and MPOs are required to set targets for National Highway System (NHS) pavement 

condition and report on progress toward meeting those targets. More about this topic can be found in Appendix A ς Transportation Performance 

Management. 

Figure SO-3 Pavement Condition Over Time  

Compares earlier intervention rehabilitation costs with reconstruction 

(IDOT, 2018) 
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State Roadway System 

IDOT has a long history of completing pavement assessments for the roadways it is responsible to maintain: Interstates, U.S. Highways, marked state 

routes, and unmarked state routes. Data is collected for the described state system every two years ς half of the state per year.  

Since 1974, Illinois has used the Condition Rating Survey (CRS) method to evaluate pavement condition. It is based on pavement distress, such as 

International Roughness Index (IRI), rutting, cracking, and deterioration. The CRS is a numerical rating that ranges from 0 to 9, with ratings 7.6 and 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘέ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Figure SO-4 is taken from the L5h¢Ωǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ όBLRS) Manual and outlines the ranges 

of CRS ratings where pavement preservation is or is not feasible. 

CRS Condition Ranges 

Excellent Grey 9.0 ς 7.6 9.0 ς 6.1 
Feasible for pavement 
preservation Satisfactory Blue 7.5 ς 6.1 

Fair Green 6.0 ς 4.6 6.0 ς 1.0 
Not feasible for pavement 
preservation Poor Yellow 4.5 ς 1.0 

  

Figure SO-4 CRS Pavement Condition Ranges 

(IDOT, 2018) 
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In Map SO-3 CRS values from the 2018 Illinois Roadway 

Information Systems GIS data were used to map conditions of 

the roads IDOT must maintain, as well as a few major roadways 

maintained by local partners.  

Map SO-3 Pavement Condition Ranges 

(Illinois Roadway Information Systems, 2018) 
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County/Municipal Roadway System 

Locally, the struggle to maintain roads in an acceptable condition has advanced from municipalities and 

counties to the MPO. During committee meetings to address Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) 

criteria, there was a rising desire to use funds to assist MPO communities that are struggling to even maintain 

roadways at their current condition. Deeper discussions illuminated the lack of consistent data to provide a 

regionally comprehensive understanding of these maintenance needs.  

With wide support among the members, the MPO began exploring pavement management in 2017. Beyond 

addressing STBG programming, there were several other benefits to undertake this effort at the regional 

level (see Figure SO-5 for a visualization).  

1. As the MPO is a public, but member-based organization, this 

is an opportunity to provide a service that many had 

championed and would benefit all.  

2. The project provides increased transparency to taxpaying 

residents of our region regarding the investment in public 

infrastructure. 

3. Comprehensive assessment of roadway conditions helps 

estimate current and future costs for the regional network. 

These assessments would make progress toward a state of 

good repair, help prioritize allocation of near-term federal 

investments (STBG) and understand future estimates of 

federal funds coming to the region in the LRTP. 

4. Aligning all the pavement assessments for communities into one regional project prevents the costs associated with mobilizing multiple 

assessment equipment and operator teams. 

5. Many smaller MPO communities do not have a network large enough to attract companies with the equipment to do more detailed 

automated pavement assessment. Incorporating larger communities with more miles to assess makes acquiring this service easier for 

all partners.  

Figure SO-5 Visualization of Pavement Management Benefits 
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The first phase of the regional pavement management 

program focused strictly on the roads classified as minor 

collectors or higher under municipal or county jurisdiction in 

the urbanized area. TCRPC contracted with a vendor to use 

specially equipped vehicles to collect pavement distress data 

as they drove the roads. This took place largely over the 

summer and fall of 2018 for 342 centerline miles in the 

region. Map SO-4 shows the resulting condition ratings from 

that assessment. 

Distress data was collected and processed per ASTM D6433 

standards to give each segment of the 342 centerline miles a 

tŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ LƴŘŜȄ όt/Lύ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ L5h¢Ωǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ 

Roads and Streets Manual describes the PCI system in the 

following way:  

A PCI score encompasses components of the pavement 

that reflect its structural integrity, environmental 

damage, and other associated performance factors 

όŜΦƎΦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅύΦ Χ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ t/L ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

number from 0 to 100, with 100 representing a 

pavement in excellent condition (IDOT, 2018, pg. 45-

4(3)). 

  

Map SO-4 Regionally Significant Roadway Conditions (PCI) 

(PPUATS Urban Pavement Survey, 2018) 
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In the end, the weighted average PCI for the roads studied was a 65. This indicates many miles of roadways 

are in a precarious position. At a PCI rating of 65, the possibility of using preservation treatments to extend 

ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ L5h¢Ωǎ BLRS Manual. As seen earlier in 

Figure SO-2Σ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ άƎƻƻŘέ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛon will likely be far costlier at this 

point in the life of many roads in the region. Figure SO-6 is from the BLRS Manual and outlines the PCI rating 

ranges where pavement preservation is or is not feasible. 

PCI Condition Ratings 

Excellent Grey 100 ς 86 
100 ς 65 
Feasible for pavement 
preservation 

Very Good Purple 85 ς 71 

Good Blue 70 ς 56 

64 ς 0 
Not suitable for pavement 
preservation 

Fair Green 55 ς 41 

Poor Yellow 40 ς 26 

Very Poor Orange 25 ς 11 

Failed Red 10 ς 0 

TCRPC is currently working with a vendor to complete a second phase of pavement assessments targeted at 

roads not addressed in Phase 1. For participating communities in the urbanized area, this includes roads with 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά[ƻŎŀƭ wƻŀŘ ƻǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘέ όǎŜŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

found earlier in this chapter for more information). The project also includes communities who did not 

participate at all in Phase 1. These are largely small communities that lie outside the urbanized area but are 

still served by the regional planning commission. 

This second phase is important to complete as it provides a more comprehensive understanding of an entire 

system under county or municipal jurisdiction. Once complete, communities will have baseline information to 

help local policymakers better understand infrastructure needs and make more informed resource 

allocations. It has been rewarding to see interest in asset management continue to swell in the region. 

Other Transportation Assets 

Figure SO-6 PCI Pavement Condition Ratings 

(IDOT, 2018) 



SYSTEM OVERVIEW 

   

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 48 

While bridges and roads are by far the largest and costliest infrastructure to maintain, the idea of asset 

management can and should be applied to all assets. Many assets, though small, play a big role in keeping 

the entire transportation system functioning reliablyτsidewalks, stop signs, utility shut-offs, 

directional/route signage, culverts, and guardrails to name a few. Since 2012, TCRPC has helped many 

communities start their asset management journeys by providing equipment, labor, expertise, or all of the 

above from the GIS department. Table SO-5 provides a summary of these projects.  

Community Projects 

City of East Peoria sidewalk inventory 

City of El Paso sidewalk inventory, asset management projects 

City of Elmwood utility mapping, asset management projects 

City of Minonk sanitary, water, storm sewer mapping 

City of Peoria sidewalk inventory 

Hollis Park District asset mapping 

Limestone Township asset mapping, maintain sealcoat road inventory 

Peoria Park District asset management assistance 

Tazewell County guardrail inventory 

Village of Bartonville guardrail inventory, asset mapping 

Village of Creve Coeur sign inventory 

Village of Delavan sidewalk inventory 

Village of Hanna City sidewalk inventory 

Village of Morton guardrail inventory 

Marquette Heights asset mapping 

Village of North Pekin asset mapping 

Village of Peoria Heights asset management assistance 

Village of Tremont asset mapping 

Woodford County highway department sign inventory 

Table SO-5 Tri-County Community Asset Management Projects  
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tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
The link between transportation and public health is a topic of continuing research. In fact, ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ health 

is impacted by the way transportation systems are built and how these systems are used (APHA, 2009). It is 

therefore crucial to examine our regional transportation system in the context of public health and safety, 

understand these impacts, and ensure the future system promotes a healthy population. 



PUBLIC HEALTH 
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A transportation system that provides a range of affordable, safe, and efficient options for getting around will 

minimize negative public health impacts. By investing in transit, bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure, and 

introducing more policies and system enhancements that address safety issues, our system will be better 

able to support a healthy population. 

Public Safety 
Automobile crashes and bicycle and pedestrian crashes can result in fatalities and injuries.  In 2017, there 

were 37,133 individuals killed in traffic crashes in the United States, including nearly 6,000 pedestrians and 

almost 800 bicyclists (NHTSA, 2019). See Figures PH-1 through PH-3 for a visual representation. 

Figures PH-1, PH-2, and PH-3 Pedestrian, cyclist, and total fatalities due to traffic crashes nationwide between 2010 and 2017 

(NHTSA, 2019) 
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Locally, the data are mixed. From 2008-2018, the number of crashes resulting in injury and the number of 

fatal crashes in Greater Peoria have fluctuated (see Figures PH-4 and PH-5). Between 2014 and 2018 there 

has been a 6.1% decrease in fatal crashes, but a 9.2% increase in crashes resulting in injuries (IDOT, 2019). 

Based on transportation trends, a portion of this decline in fatal crashes could be a result of safer 

automobiles, improved driver education, increased limitations for young drivers, increased law enforcement, 

and harsher drunk driving laws (GTC, 2016). 

However, part of the decline can also be attributed to system enhancements such as the Illinois Department 

of ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) and the Bureau of Safety Engineering. Both 

were created in 2005. These programs have allowed for the installation of safety measures such as rumble 

strips, chevrons, safety shoulders, flashing lights for stop signs, and offset left turn lanes at signalized 

intersections, among others.   

On the other hand, distracted driving may have contributed to this increase in crash injuries, with the 

increased usage of cell phones and the need for people to be constantly connected (GTC, 2016). While non-

hands-free cell phone usage while driving was previously considered illegal before 2018 in the State of 

Illinois, in August 2018, Governor Bruce Rauner created higher penalties for texting while driving. The 

following summer, in July 2019, Governor J.B. Pritzker signed yet a harsher law for using cell phones while 

driving (WILL, 2019). 

Finally, the quality of the sidewalks in an area (or lack thereof) can be a safety issue for people who walk as a 

form of transportation or just for leisure. They could also affect a ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ health, as outlined in the άǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέ subsection. Sidewalk quality can contribute to the number of people who are comfortable using 

them or are able to use them at all. For example, a highly degraded sidewalk or one without updated 

American Disability Act (ADA) requirements could hinder, or even provide a solid barrier to, someone who 

uses a wheelchair or other mobility device. Tri-County staff have conducted sidewalk inventories of several 

communities throughout the region, among them the City of Peoria in Peoria County, the City of Eureka in 

Woodford County, and the City of East Peoria in Tazewell County. 
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Figure PH-4 Fatal Auto Crashes in Greater Peoria 

(IDOT, 2019) 

 
Figure PH-5 Auto Crashes Resulting in Injury in Greater Peoria 

(IDOT, 2019)  
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Air Quality 
Our regional transportation system has a direct impact on the air quality of our region. In the Midwest, ozone 

is the primary contributor to air pollution, and according to national averages, motor vehicle emissions 

account for about one-third of ozone in the air. Besides ozone, other transportation-based emissions that can 

lead to adverse health effects include: Particulate matter, sulfur dioxide (SO2), and lead (the levels and 

effects of these pollutants can be found in the Environment section of this plan). Therefore, with all these 

pollutants in mind, a reduction in motor vehicle emissions can lead to improved air quality.   

Air pollution is associated with several health issues, including asthma and respiratory illness, heart disease 

and lung cancer. Asthma is a growing public health problem in the United States. In 2018 in the U.S., there 

were nearly 25 million people with asthma, and 860,007 of them were in Illinois (CDC, 2018a; CDC, 2018b). 

Research has shown that air pollution can make asthma symptoms worse and trigger attacks. Additionally, 

though the risk of lung cancer associated with air pollution is lower in the United States than in other parts of 

the world, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has confirmed that it remains a risk and 

should not be ignored (Simon, 2013). 

Locally, both asthma and cancer incidence in the tri-county area are outlined in detail in the 2019 Tri-County 

Community Health Needs Assessment. According to the Assessment, cases of asthma decreased in Peoria 

and increased in both Tazewell and Woodford counties between 2007-2009 and 2010-2014. Statewide 

asthma averages increased. Cancer, along with heart disease, is the leading cause of mortality in the tri-

county region, and lung cancer is one of thŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴƎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ 

(and breast and prostate cancer, for that matter), were higher between 2009 and 2013 than those of the 

State of Illinois. Lung cancer rates in Tazewell were the highest of the three counties, as seen in Figure PH-6 

on the following page (CHNA, 2019). Of course, air pollution is just one of many factors that could be 

contributing to these high rates; however, its effects should not be overlooked.  
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The Greater Peoria Area, like most communities in the United States, has been designed and built to favor 

automobile use. This has led to a population that is dependent on the automobile to access goods and 

services across the region. In fact, according to the 2018 American Community Survey, nearly 85% of workers 

across the Tri-County area drove alone to work, and almost 8% carpooled. This statistic ς though it does not 

include educational, medical, and shopping trips ς provides a sense of how auto-dependent the region is. As 

referenced above, dependence on the automobile can lead to poor air quality, fewer opportunities to be 

active, and lack of options for residents who are transportation insecure.  

While individual actions and motor vehicle technology contribute to improving air quality, so too can 

improvements to our regional transportation system. Developing a system that enables more users to walk, 

bike, or use mass transit can help reduce motor vehicle emissions, improve air quality and, subsequently, 

minimize the effects of air pollution on physical health issues.  

Figure PH-6 Cancer incidence throughout the tri-

county area, compared to the State of Illinois 

(CHNA, 2019) 
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Physical Activity and Obesity 
Obesity is a growing public health concern in the United States. According to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC), the prevalence of obesity was over 40% in 2017-2018 in the US, and 18.5% of children 

and adolescents aged 2-19 were obese (CDC, 2019). The Illinois statewide adult obesity rate was 31.8% (CDC, 

2020). In addition, research has shown a direct link between automobile-oriented communities and low rates 

of physical activity (APHA, 2009). These findings suggest that transportation systems in which physical activity 

(such as walking or biking) is difficult or discouraged could be a contributing factor to obesity in the United 

States.   

According to the CDC, adults need at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic activity every week, as 

well as full body muscle-strengthening activities at least twice per week (CDC, 2018c). This regular physical 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛŘŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being overall, 

according to research (CHNA, 2019). However, as reported by the 2019 Tri-County Community Health Needs 

Assessment, 23% of residents do not exercise at all, while the majority (65%) are able to exercise 1-5 times 

per week (See Figure PH-7). As for why 23% of the tri-county population do not exercise, over halfτ57%τ

said it was because they either were too tired or did not have enough time. This could give a snapshot into 

the business and lifestyles of area residents. This lifestyle can be related to weight: the overweight and 

obesity rates in the tri-county region are, on average, 65.9% (CHNA, 2019). 

  

Figure PH-7 Amount of exercise tri-county residents get per week, as found in a 

survey from the Tri-County Community Health Needs Assessment 

(CHNA, 2019) 
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While poor diet choices contribute significantly to obesity and increased weight gain, lack of physical activity 

also plays a part. A transportation system that enables the use of a variety of modes, including walking and 

biking, provides greater options for individuals to engage in physical activity and improve their physical 

health. With that in mind, it is worth noting that seven percent of people who said they do not exercise in the 

Tri-County area said that lack of accessibility prevented them from doing so (CHNA, 2019). When it comes to 

exercise, this accessibility could refer to facilities to exercise as well as safe streets to walk along, bike 

through, and generally be active in. Therefore, access to safe and reliable transportation, particularly active 

transportation, becomes a gateway to a healthier lifestyle (Sallis et al., 2012). This is especially true in areas 

of low socioeconomic status (SES) and minority populations:  

In a review, light traffic, safety from crime, and sidewalks were most consistently associated with physical activity 

among Black Americans. However, low-SES or high-minority neighborhoods appear to have less supportive 

environmental conditions for active transportation.  

(Sallis et al., 2012)  
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Accessibility 
Millions of individuals in the US are unable to transport themselves or purchase transportation due to 

physical and/or mental disabilities, income status, or age. These individuals, often referred to as 

άǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜΣέ must depend on others to obtain access to fresh foods, medical care, 

employment, and educational opportunities. Transportation access can have major effects on both the 

physical and emotional health of these individuals.   

According to the 2018 American Community Survey five-year estimates, 12.4% of the Tri-County population 

is living below the poverty level, and 8% of the population in poverty lives in Peoria (ACS, 2018c). 

Additionally, 11.5% of all Tri-County residents have some type of disabilityτthis number is slightly lower in 

Woodford County, at 9.8% (ACS, 2018b). Furthermore, the youngest and oldest residents in the area make up 

a considerable percentage: 21% are under the age of 15, and nearly 17% are 65 years or older, for a total of 

about 38% of the Tri-County population (ACS, 2018a). All these individuals have a higher chance of being 

transportation insecureτand many of the above percentages may overlap as well, depending on each 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ situation.  

Another form of accessibility relates to fresh food in the regionτor lack thereof. Municipalities across all 

three counties, urban and rural, have felt the sting of losing essential grocery access. This has been a sticking 

point in the past few years: Two Kroger stores closed in 2018 in 

Peoria; 5ŜƭŀǾŀƴΩǎ only grocery store burned down in Tazewell County 

in 2014; and in Woodford County, aƛƴƻƴƪΩǎ grocery store closed in 

2019 (Peoria Public Radio, 2019). This forces locals to find other 

places to shop, places which may not carry fresh food like regular 

grocery stores, therefore limiting the amount of accessible healthy 

food items. The closing of these grocery stores also forces residents to 

travel further to for food access. This results in higher vehicle miles 

traveled by car, or a need for residents to take longer, more out-of-

the-way bus trips. This causes food insecurity in the region (see Figure 

PH-8), hinging on accessible transportation.  

Many transit and paratransit rides in the region either involve 

bringing passengers to and from health appointments or to buy food. 

CityLink is tri-ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

paratransit organizations provide rides for the public in this region: 
Figure PH-8 Food Insecurity Pyramid 

(Feeding America, 2019) 
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CityLift, within the Peoria city limits; CountyLift, within Peoria County limits; and WeCare, in rural parts of 

Tazewell and Woodford counties. These services cater to residents of all abilities, with ramps available for 

those with mobility devices. More information about transit and paratransit services can be found in the 

Mobility & Connectivity section of this plan.  
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Goal, Objectives, and Action Items 

GOAL FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 

Promote active, healthy living in our region by striving for safety, security, and accessibility in our 

transportation system. 

Objectives and action items  Also applies to:  

Improve safety for all users of the transportation system 
 

¶ Identify specific means of reducing fatal crashes in the tri-county area.  
 

¶ Identify specific means of reducing crashes resulting in injury in the tri-county area.  
 

¶ Prioritize the funding of projects with definitive measures to reduce crash deaths or injuries.  
 

¶ Continue collecting sidewalk condition data to understand gaps in the system.  
 

¶ Take steps to improve the breadth and condition of the region's sidewalk network.  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎκōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŜŘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜκǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ Continue to prepare appƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ όI{Ltύ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ    

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎύΦ  

Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ Support expanded local Safe Routes to School programs.  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜκǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ Increase pedestrian signal crossing time.  Mobility & Connectivity  

LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
 

¶ Pinpoint sources of air and water pollutants that affect humans most adversely and reduce them.  Environment  

¶ Understand the type of populations (i.e. demographics, socioeconomic status) who are most affected by 
transportation-derived environmental pollutants.  

Environment  

¶ Prioritize the funding of projects that reduce environmental burdens on underserved populations.  Environment 
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Objectives and action items  Also applies to:  

Improve transportation accessibility for all users 
 

¶ Encourage non-motorized travel.  Mobility & Connectivity, 
Environment  

¶ Prioritize funding of walking and biking trails to promote healthy lifestyles and lower emissions.  Environment  

¶ Integrate ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ Work with food, healthcare, and other organizations in the region to ensure adequate transportation accessibility 
to vital services.   

Mobility & Connectivity  
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9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
It is critical to consider the natural environment when accounting for the short- and long-term impacts of 

transportation decisions. In connection with new approaches to how we maintain and enhance the livability 

of our region, the FAST Act reconfirms the need to enhance the performance of transportation systems while 

protecting and enhancing the natural environment as one of its primary goals for the nation. The natural 

environment provides the region with several ecosystem services which are fundamental to urban livability. 

Managing these environmental resources in conjunction with transportation planning is crucial to improving 

the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ overall health.   

Key environmental assets can be described as:  

¶ Clean air: Essential to both human and ecosystem health.  

¶ Rivers and water bodies: Provide drinking water, recreation, and scenic views, and act as natural pollution 

filters.  

¶ Biodiversity: Essential for food, material, and improved quality of life, and increases the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

resilience.  

¶ Forests: Serve as watersheds, habitats, carbon sinks, leisure amenities, and tourist destinations. If 

managed sustainably, forests are also a source of energy and building materials.  

¶ Wetlands: Filter and process stormwater and waste and act as a nursery for aquatic life. 
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Habitats and Endangered Species 
Local species rely on often sensitive natural areas like grasslands, woodlands, and wetlands. The Illinois 

Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) provides information about high-quality natural areas, habitats of endangered 

species, and other significant natural features. The INAI is used to guide land acquisition and protection 

programs by all levels of government, private landowners, and conservation organizations. The INAI breaks 

elements of the inventory into seven categories, found in Table EV-1. There are 53 INAI sites in the tri-county 

region. See Appendix B for a detailed listing of the sites. 

Seven INAI Categories  

Category I  High quality natural community and natural community restorations  

Category II  Specific suitable habitat for state-listed species or state-listed species relocations  

Category III  State dedicated nature preserves, land and water reserves, & natural heritage landmarks  

Category IV  Outstanding geological features  

Category V  Not used at this time  

Category VI  Unusual concentrations of flora or fauna and high-quality streams  

Category VII  Not used at this time  

Table EV-1 Categories of the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory(IDNR, 2019a). 

As of 2019, land use within the tri-county area consisted of 745,521.46 acres of agricultural uses; 204,363.70 

acres of urban landscape; 131,737.84 acres of woodlands; 60,187.59 acres of wetlands; and 29,187.79 acres 

of all other uses (Peoria, Tazewell, and Woodford Land Use Data; US Fish and Wildlife Service National 

Wetlands Inventory). The total acreage within the tri-county area is 1,170,998.38 acres.   

The total critical habitat constitutes less than 1% of the total land area in the region (IDNR, 2019a). Some of 

the most significant sites by size and category include the Mackinaw River (Categories I, II, III, VI; 2159.52 

acres), Parkland Sites (Categories II, III, VI; 649.24 acres), and Singing Woods (Categories I, II, II; 748.22 acres). 

Wetlands retain stormwater during times of heavy precipitation, reduce the effects of regional flooding, and 

provide habitat for vegetation and animals not found in other environments. 



ENVIRONMENT 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 65 

Information on woodlands, urban areas, grasslands, and agriculture uses was obtained from aerial 

photography. Wetland information for the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area is based on data from the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory classification system, as well as from 

local agencies. To track preservation (or exploitation) of natural systems over time, land cover acreage should 

be mapped every five years during the development of the LRTP.  

As of October 2019, there were 15 endangered species and 28 threatened species living in Peoria, Tazewell, 

and Woodford counties according to the Illinois Natural History Database (Appendix B). Those critical species 

rely on 10,905.98 acres of significant habitat and geologic features (IDNR, 2019b).  
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Peoria Lakes Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
The Peoria Lakes are Greater tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ most precious natural resource, and they are a significant 

landmark in a glacial landscape that defined the region for thousands of years. The Peoria Lakes 

are the two natural riverine lakes in the widened portion of the Illinois River. The Lakes were 

formed by tributary deltas that narrowed the valley and pinched the river to form two shallow 

broad basins. The natural beauty of the 16,000-acre Lakes and their bluffs continue to attract 

people to Greater Peoria, just as they have for centuries.  

Historically, Peoria Lakes were remarkably productive, which attracted Native Americans and 

European settlers who benefited from abundant, river-derived resources, such as fish and wildlife, 

pristine water, and expansive wetlands. However, as increasing urban development, conversion of 

prairie lands to agricultural fields, and industrialization occurred over time, water quality declined, 

habitat was lost and degraded, and sedimentation has steadily filled in the Lakes. Today, most 

areas of the Peoria Lakes are less than three feet deep.  

The Peoria Lakes Basin Alliance (PLBA), comprised of Heartland Water Resources Council, The 

Nature Conservancy, and Tri-County Regional Planning Commission, led an effort to develop a 

Comprehensive Conservation Plan (see Figure EV-1) in conjunction with the US Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE). On behalf of the PLBA, TCRPC applied for and received funding from the USACE 

Planning Assistance to States program, which is authorized under the provision of Section 22 of 

the Water Resources Development Act of 1974, as amended.  

The goal of the planning process, the geographic scope of which spans from blufftop to blufftop, 

was to reach a regional consensus on future Peoria Lakes conservation strategies. Concurrently, 

the collaborative also gathered regional support to take needed action on conservation efforts. In 

the long run, the Greater Peoria area will be well-positioned to move forward to conserve its 

iconic Lakes.   
Figure EV-1 Cover page of the Peoria Lakes Comprehensive 

Conservation Plan, October 2018 
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Air Quality 
Air quality and transportation are intimately connected through federal regulation. The Clean Air Act, 

enacted in 1970 and amended in 1990, requires the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 

to set National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). These standards regulate pollutants that are harmful 

to the environment and to public health (US EPA, 2016c). The EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and 

Standards has set NAAQS for six άŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΣέ or principal, pollutants. The transportation system most affects 

two of these six: particulate matter and ozone. While particulate matter is well under the standard in the 

Peoria-Pekin area, ozone remains a contaminant of concern. This section will outline both particulate matter 

and ozone as well as sulfur dioxide (SO2) and lead levels in the tri-county area. Table EV-2 displays the US 

EPA Air Quality Index (AQI), which was developed to help explain air pollution levels to the public.  

Air Quality Index (AQI) Values  Levels of Health Concern  Colors  

When the AQI is in this range:  ΧŀƛǊ quality conditions are:  ...as symbolized by this color:  

0 to 50  Good  Green  

51 to 100  Moderate  Yellow  

101 to 150  Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups  Orange  

151 to 200  Unhealthy  Red  

201 to 300  Very Unhealthy  Purple  

301 to 500  Hazardous  Maroon  

Table EV-2 A listing of all air quality index values, levels of concern to human health, and representative colors 

(US EPA, 2017b) 

According to the 2018 Illinois Air Quality Report from the IL EPA, the Peoria region has been designated as 

άDƻƻŘέ (green) 69.9% of the time, άaƻŘŜǊŀǘŜέ (yellow) 29.3% of the time, and ά¦ƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ for Sensitive 

DǊƻǳǇǎέ (orange) 0.8% of the time. These numbers have changed slightly from the 2017 report, which listed a 

green-yellow-orange ratio of 70.7%, 28.5%, and 0.8%, respectively, while the green has decreased slightly 

between the two years, the frequency of orange days has remained the same.  
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Particulate Matter 
Both PM10 and PM2.5 refer to a measurement of air particle size: 10 micrometers and 2.5 micrometers, 

respectively. Contamination at these levels is typically the result of chemical reactions such as vehicular 

combustion, power generation, and certain industrial processes (US EPA, 2018). Major components 

measured by the Illinois State EPA include: Sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, and nitrogen dioxide. The exact 

chemistry is complex, and particle formation is dependent on other pollutants and atmospheric conditions. In 

the context of the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area, it is important to note that ammonia from surrounding 

agricultural sources such as fertilizer and animal feed operations contribute to the formation of sulfurous and 

nitrogenous particulate matter that exists in the atmosphere such as ammonium sulfate and ammonium 

nitrate (US EPA, 2004).   

According to the US EPA, the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area is not designated as a nonattainment zone for 

either PM10 or PM2.5. As a snapshot of PM 2.5 levels, Figure EV-2 shows the 24-hour PM 2.5 levels between 

January 1, 2020 and April 22, 2020 in Peoria (IL EPA, 2020). The majority of readings hover between 5 and 10 

micrograms per cubic meter (mcm), but a few jump above 15 mcm. Still, all these readings are below 35.5 

mcm, which is the threshold for ά¦ƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ for Sensitive DǊƻǳǇǎΣέ or orange as seen in Table EV-2. 

 

Figure EV-2 Snapshot of 24-hour particulate matter 2.5 levels between January and April of 2020 (IL EPA, 2020)  
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Ozone 
Ozone is the combination of volatile organics, nitrogen oxides, 

carbon monoxide, and sunshine that result in harmful and 

powerful oxidants. There is a great deal of evidence that 

indicates high concentrations (ppm) of ozone created by high 

concentrations of pollution and daylight UV rays at the ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ 

surface can harm lung function and irritate the respiratory 

system (US EPA, 2016b). Additional effects of pollutants on 

human health can be found in the Public Health Section. Three 

majority contributors of ozone are transportation, individuals 

(lawnmowers, boats, etc.), and industry.   

As sunlight is a variable in the ozone equation, the weather 

greatly affects ozone levels. Potential for high levels occurs on 

hot days with lots of sunlight and low winds. Ozone season is 

April through November, when ozone levels are the highest. 

Ozone is measured at various sites throughout the nation. All 

sites are chosen based on EPA standards of site selection (US 

EPA, 2016b).  

Readings are taken every hour and are averaged over an eight-

hour span. Annual site readings are calculated by selecting the 

fourth-highest eight-hour reading of the year and averaging this 

reading with those from the previous two years. IL EPA has 

placed two reading stations in the Peoria-Pekin area. One station 

is in the City of Peoria and another in Peoria Heights. US EPA 

calculated levels for years 2008ς2017 are in Figure EV-3 and 

Table EV-3.  

 Greater Peoria 3-Year Ozone Averages, 2008-2017 

  08-10  09-11  10-12  11-13  12-14  13-15*  14-16*  15-17  

EPA 
Standard  

0.075  0.075  0.075  0.075  0.075  0.070  0.070  0.070  

Peoria  0.062  0.059  0.060  0.062  0.063  0.062  0.062  0.063  

Peoria 
Heights  

0.071  0.070  0.070  0.071  0.071  0.068  0.067  0.065  

 

Figure EV-3 3-Year Ozone Average, 2008-2017 (US EPA, 2018) 

*US EPA NAAQS standards decreased from 0.075 ppm to 0.070 ppm in 2015 

Table EV-3 3-Year Ozone Averages, 2008-2017 (US EPA, 2018) 

*US EPA NAAQS standards decreased from 0.075 ppm to 0.070 ppm in 2015 
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The US EPA has continued to lower the required ozone limit throughout the years. Before 2008, the limit was 

0.08 ppm. From 2008 until 2015, the US EPA regulated ozone limit decreased to 0.075 ppm. Most recently, in 

2015, the US EPA tightened the ozone standards further to 0.070 ppm. The 3-year average peak daytime 

concentrations for the Peoria and Peoria Heights ozone monitors reached 0.063 and 0.065 parts per million 

(ppm), respectively, in 2015-2017 (US EPA, 2018). This means that the local contributions of ozone can only 

increase 0.005 to 0.007 ppm for the tri-county area to remain in attainment. 

It is not clear when, or if, the US EPA will continue to lower ozone standards, but if so, the PPUATS area may 

be at risk for being a non-attainment zone, since the current numbers are currently just below the EPA 

standard of 0.070 ppm. If there is a decrease in ozone standards and the region falls into non-attainment, 

actions to reduce air pollution become mandatory for transportation officials and industries. Transportation 

officials must design new construction projects to accomplish emissions reductions and must implement 

programs to reduce emissions from individual citizens. Industry will be subject to more stringent emission 

restrictions as well.  
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Sulfur Dioxide 
Sulfur dioxide (SO2) is emitted largely from fossil fuel-based power plants and other such industrial facilities. 

However, other sources of SO2 emissions include large transportation vessels such as ships that use high-

sulfur fuel to transport heavy equipment. SO2 can have adverse effects on both the environment and human 

health (health impacts can be found in the Public Health section of this plan). SO2, which is part of a larger 

family of sulfur oxides (SOx), in large concentrations can create acid rain and hinder ǇƭŀƴǘǎΩ and ǘǊŜŜǎΩ growth 

(US EPA, ά{ǳƭŦǳǊ Dioxide Basics,έ 2019).   

The US EPA requires SO2 modeling or monitoring in areas with high SO2 concentrations. According to the 

Illinois Ambient Air Monitoring 2019 Network Plan from the IL EPA, άLƴ 2017, US EPA approved the 

discontinuation of SO2 monitoring at the Peoria ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Therefore, one SO2 monitoring station remains in 

the PPUATS area. This monitor, located at Pekin Fire Station #3, has been in non-attainment status for the 

past several years, and is still listed as such on the US EPA Green Book (2020). However, in February 2020, 

both the US EPA and the IL EPA have proposed that Pekin be removed from the non-attainment list. This is 

because recent monitoring data shows a lower SO2 concentration. This re-designation has not been officially 

enacted, as it is still awaiting comment from the public (US EPA, άbŜǿǎ Releases from Region рΣέ 2020).  
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Lead 
Lead, found in small traces in the ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ crust, is toxic to humans and can cause lead poisoning. While this 

element is naturally occurring in the water, soil, and air, it is exacerbated through the burning of some lead-

based fossil fuels, the use of lead paint, and in some industrial operations (US EPA, 2019a).   

Motor vehicles were once the major contributor of lead emissions. EPA began to phase out lead in gasoline 

starting in the мфтлΩǎ and leaded gasoline was fully prohibited after 1995. As a result, levels of lead in the air 

decreased by 94 percent between 1980 and 1999 (US EPA, 2020a).  

This decrease in lead-based gasoline, as shown in Figure EV-4, heavily contributed to lower average blood 

lead levels.   

While ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ gasoline no longer includes lead, the element can still be found in the environment as a result 

of lingering past and present uses. For this reason, lead is still 

strictly monitored across the United States. However, there are 

currently no lead monitors in the PPUATS area. As noted in the IL 

9t!Ωǎ Ambient Air Monitoring 2020 Network Plan (currently in a 

public comment period), there had been a lead monitor near the 

Keystone Steel & Wire Corporation in Bartonville, but it currently 

has a lead monitoring waiver in place with the US EPA. Past 

monitoring has shown relatively consistent lead concentrations 

between 2010 and 2013 in that location, and άreported lead 

emissions Χ have either decreased or remained steady since 

monitoring was ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘέ from 2013-2016 (IL EPA, 2018c).  

Figure EV-4 Lead Levels in Blood and Gasoline 

(US EPA, 2020a) 
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Water and Land 
At one time, the Illinois River was one of the most biologically productive rivers in the world. Since the dawn 

of industrialization, however, the ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ water quality has significantly degraded. What do things like siltation 

and impaired waterways mean for the transportation system in the tri-county area? Table EV-4 outlines the 

list of impaired waterways, and the following sub-sections go into detail about major water issues related to 

transportation. 

Priority  Water Name  Designated Use  Cause  

Medium  Eureka  Aesthetic Quality  
Cause Unknown, Phosphorus (Total),  
Total Suspended Solids (TSS)  

Medium  Fargo Run  Aquatic Life  Cause Unknown  

Medium  Farm Creek  Aquatic Life  Oxygen, Dissolved  

Medium  Illinois River  Fish Consumption, Primary Contact Recreation  Polychlorinated biphenyls, Mercury, Fecal Coliform   

Medium  Kickapoo Creek  Fish Consumption  Polychlorinated biphenyls, Mercury  

Medium  
Lake of the 
Woods  

Aesthetic Quality  Phosphorus (Total), Polychlorinated biphenyls, Mercury  

Medium, 
Low  

Mackinaw River  Fish Consumption  Polychlorinated biphenyls, Mercury  

Medium  Tenmile Creek  Aquatic Life  Cause Unknown, Dissolved Oxygen  

Table EV-4 Impaired Waterways in Greater Peoria (IL EPA, 2018a) 
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Water Quality 
The City of Peoria has a combined sewer located downtown. A combined sewer collects and transports both 

sanitary wastewater and stormwater to the Greater Peoria Sanitary District. During periods of heavy rain or 

snow melt, the combined sewer system can be overwhelmed, causing untreated sanitary wastewater mixed 

with stormwater to be released into the Lower Peoria Lake. This is known as a Combined Sewer Overflow 

(CSO). During a heavy rain event, water requires an escape route to help avoid raw sewage backup into 

basements and sewers. 

Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) 

The first sewers were installed in the City of Peoria in the 1880s to collect and transport stormwater away 

from the built environment (City of Peoria, 2018). These sewers were constructed before indoor plumbing 

was common. As indoor plumbing technology became more prevalent, property owners started connecting 

their sewage lines to the original stormwater sewers, creating a combined sewer system. These sewer 

systems were discharged directly into the Peoria Lakes, which was typical for the time period.   

From the 1920s to 1930s, the Greater Peoria Sanitary and Sewage District was formed, and it constructed a 

large interceptor (City of Peoria, 2018), a component of a sewer network that transports sanitary wastewater 

and stormwater runoff to a wastewater treatment plant (Louisville MSD, 2012). The 1948 Water Pollution 

Control Act went through sweeping amendments to become the 1972 Federal Clean Water Act (CWA). The 

CWA regulates sources of water pollution by requiring permits to discharge pollutants into waterways. This 

permit is known as the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (City of Peoria, 2018).   

In the 1980s, the City of Peoria undertook an effort to reduce sewer overflows by reducing the average 

annual CSO volume from 840 million gallons to 160 million gallons. This undertaking required approximately 

$10 million in infrastructure improvements. In the early 2000s, the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) designation was applied to the City of Peoria. A MS4 designation requires the City to develop, 

implement, and enforce a stormwater management program (SWMP), which describes how it will reduce 

the discharge of pollutants from its sewer system. In 2006, tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ NPDES permit required the City to 

develop a Long-Term Control Plan to reduce the number of CSO events (see Figure EV-5). In November 2008, 

the USEPA determined the Peoria CSO area as environmentally sensitive. This designation mandates a higher 

level of protection than previously required. This means that the Peoria CSO must be eliminated or 

relocated to an extent financially possible (City of Peoria, 2018).    Figure EV-5 Peoria CSO Areas 

(City of Peoria, 2018) 
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Green Infrastructure Solution 

When land is developed for residential, commercial, industrial, and agricultural uses, there are serious 

consequences for water bodies. Impervious surfaces conflict with stormwater management because they 

decrease the amount of natural groundcover available to absorb rainwater. The stormwater, now carrying 

soil and pollutants, washes into streams and rivers. 

In 2015, the City of Peoria submitted a draft plan to the USEPA that outlines a CSO solution using 100% green 

stormwater infrastructure (GSI). The idea behind GSIs is to collect and slow down stormwater runoff from 

impervious surfaces such as buildings, parking lots, and roadways and allow the runoff to naturally seep into 

the ground (SeeFigure EV-6). This process helps reduce the burden of the CSO during wet weather events by 

reducing peak volume and velocity. It is feasible, in part, because Peoria is situated on a glacial sand terrace 

with high natural drainage capacity. In addition, GSIs help reduce the amount of sediment and pollutants 

transported into local tributaries and ultimately the Peoria Lakes. To help fund the plan, the City of Peoria 

looked at alternative funding sources, such as stormwater utility fees, which are dedicated funding 

mechanisms for stormwater solutions. In 2017, the City Council passed the utility fee to fund stormwater 

improvements. The stormwater utility fee launched citywide in the summer of 2018 (CSO Overview 2018). 

The Peoria CSO project will issue approximately $300 

million in bonds to immediately fund USEPA 

mandated infrastructure improvements, while 

stormwater management fees assessed considering 

ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ stormwater footprint will repay the 

bond over time. Rates are based on land area and 

land use to account for residential ($8/month) and 

commercial impacts from impervious surfaces like 

roofs, roads, and parking lots. Such plans are complex 

and, like a long-range transportation plan, require a 

long planning horizon to achieve multiple objectives.  

Figure EV-6 Green Infrastructure in 

tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ²ŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

(City of Peoria, 2018) 
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Erosion and Runoff 
Two other major issues that the tri-county area has experienced are 

erosion of steep slopes and runoff from non-permeable surfaces. 

Erosion is the wearing away of materials from the earth due to natural 

triggers such as rain and water (National Geographic, n.d.). See Figure 

EV-7 for an example of erosion. While it is a natural effect, erosion is 

further augmented by human impactτthis is evident in the design of 

the highway road network. Roadways add to the total amount of 

impervious surface in the region. Stormwater runoff, or rainwater that 

flows from roadways instead of permeating into the soil, must be 

managed in an environmentally sensitive manner so that it does not 

pick up soil and pollutants that flow into streams and rivers. 

GSIs are also relevant solutions to both erosion and runoff, and in fact, 

soil erosion control efforts on uplands in the past three decades have 

been successful in the tri-county region. Looking forward, GSIs can be 

integrated into roadway projects in numerous ways, such as:   

¶ The use of vegetative bioswales and wetland retention to filter 

and absorb stormwater from the road system  

¶ Natural habitat management to compensate for lost systems, 

such as planting native vegetation in swales  

¶ Minimizing land disturbance during road construction  

¶ The use of porous pavement  

Reducing the amount of herbicides and chemical agents used for road maintenance  

The concept and associated technology of green infrastructure has been evolving for decades, and engineers 

and scientists are becoming more and more confident in the applicability and effectiveness of these 

technologies for erosion and runoff.  

Figure EV-7 Example of Erosion in a Natural Area of Peoria County 
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Sedimentation 

According to the IL EPA, many tributaries in Peoria, Tazewell, and Woodford counties are suffering from poor 

water quality (2018a). Ravine and stream erosion are threatening properties and transportation 

infrastructure throughout the region. The Peoria Lakes, a common resource to all three counties, have lost 77 

percent of their 1900-level volume due to sedimentation, half of which originates from local sources. 

Sections of the Illinois River that were eight feet deep 80 years ago are now just 18 inches deep (Demissie 

and Bhowmik, 1986).   

Sedimentation, also called siltation, affects barge transportation. Barges need a depth of eight to nine feet to 

navigate. Currently, only a narrow channel is kept open at the nine-foot depth. Barges must stay within 

this channel or risk running aground (USACE, n.d.). This means that when two barges going in opposite 

directions must pass, one barge must pull over. There are only certain places along the river where a 

barge can safely pull over to let another barge pass. 

This leads to delays in the river transport of freight.   

Besides water depths, continued sedimentation in the 

Peoria Lakes has deteriorated aquatic resources in the 

area and increased the potential for maintenance 

dredging of the navigation channel. Land use around 

the Peoria Lakes has significantly changed over time. 

These changes have caused the local watershed to 

contribute to the sediment load within the Lakes and 

have contributed to the decline in habitat and water 

quality. See Figure EV-8 for a visual representation of 

river sedimentation.  

Figure EV-8 Visible sedimentation on the 

Peoria Lakes, Illinois River 
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Beneficial Use of Dredged Material 

TCRPC, along with several community partners, have proposed a mechanism to derive value from Peoria 

Lakes sediment by dredging it and blending it with other waste products. While this project is still in the early 

conceptual phases, custom-engineered drainage soil could be used in highway construction, stormwater 

management, and potentially other applications in Peoria or by barge to Chicago or St. Louis. 

The idea is that a non-profit entity could coordinate contractors with sites, equipment, and interest to 

manufacture soil in a regional context. Soil sales and tipping fees for yard waste or biosolids management is 

an element of the business structure that incentivizes dredging and customer savings. This mechanism would 

be an alternative financing model for implementing parts of the PLCCP, described earlier in this section. 

Sand and dredged sediment, as part of larger ecosystem projects, is usually treated as a waste product that 

must be managed rather than a commodity that can be used. However, in some regions, commercial river 

sand and gravel dredging is a significant economic and natural resource management concern. A stakeholder 

group including delegates from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the USACE were tasked 

with creating a model to determine the logistics and economics of distributing this material. Moving and 

storing the dredged material is not a simple task and delivering the material to the right spot at the right time 

calls for careful planning. This Beneficial Use of Dredged Material, or BUDM, project is still underway.  

Figure EV-9 Beneficial Use of Dredged 

Material Symposium 

In early September 2019, TCRPC hosted a 
symposium with nearly 100 attendees and 

several speakers throughout a two-day 
program. 
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Water Supply Planning 
It is crucial to ensure dependable regional water access for residents and organizations. For that reason, the 

Middle Illinois Basin planning team conducted a water supply planning process across a seven-county region 

that included regulatory, research, and public outreach elements to identify gaps between water supply and 

demand. To ensure a comprehensive process, this endeavor involved collaboration among the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS), Illinois State Geological Survey 

(ISGS), and TCRPC.   

In November of 2017, TCRPC received funding from the IDNR for this project. The team contacted and 

assembled the MIBC, which included representatives from water-related 

groups, industries, municipalities, agriculture, the public, and others from 

seven counties: LaSalle, Livingston, Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark, and 

Woodford (see Figure EV-10). After forming this committee, MIBC 

members attended meetings, learned about ISWS draft reports and 

modelling, and submitted comments and questions to the planning team.   

The planning team analyzed data from both closed- and open-ended 

responses from the questionnaire developed by the previous team, plus 

additional comments. The planning team categorized open-ended 

feedback: Between two ȅŜŀǊǎΩ worth of data, 214 distinctive comments 

were collected, spanning 13 codes including Industry and Development, 

Infrastructure and Engineering, Education, Water Quantity, and Water 

Quality. Above all, the depth and breadth of the data underscored the 

necessity to continue the planning process in the future. Additional 

funding has become available to continue the process and create a list of 

recommendations based on the results of this planning endeavor.  

Figure EV-10 Seven-County Water Supply Planning Region, 

called the Middle Illinois Basin Planning Area (ISWS, 2018) 
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Environmental Justice 
The term Environmental Justice, or EJ, refers to a disproportionately negative environmental and/or human 

health impact in vulnerable communities (US EPA, 2017a). These communities can be overburdened by a 

large proportion of minorities and/or low-income citizens. In the context of transportation, EJ indices 

consider the levels of PM2.5, Ozone, traffic proximity, lead paint1, and wastewater discharge. Refer to above 

sections for further details on these elements. 

The US 9t!Ωǎ EJSCREEN tool merges demographics with environmental indicators to show the level of 

disparity in a particular geography. Comparing tri-ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ regional numbers to state data shows the level of 

excess risk that is posed in this area. Figure EV-11 below and Figure EV-12 on the following page outline this 

data.   

Note that these numbers are in percentiles out of 100, when compared to the state, so to 

interpret them, use the following example: A value of 35 percentile for a given pollutant would 

read as, ά¢Ƙƛǎ region has a higher pollutant level than 35% of the rest of the ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ or, ά¢Ƙƛǎ 

region has a lower pollutant level than 65% of the rest of 

the ǎǘŀǘŜΦέ In this scenario, lower values are more favorable 

than higher values.  

First, Figure EV-11 outlines environmental indicators alone. 

For PM2.5 levels, this region falls at the 21st percentile when 

compared to the State of Illinois. For ozone, the number is 

29th, and 53rd for both traffic proximity and lead paint. 

However, the wastewater discharge indicator in tri-county is 

the highest comparative number, in the 79th percentile in 

the state, meaning that it is higher than 79% of communities 

throughout the state.  

 
1 While lead paint is not directly related to transportation, large transportation vessels in the region could plausibly contribute to lead levels, so it is worth noting lead paint levels as part of the larger 

scope. 

Figure EV-11 Environmental Indicators 

(US EPA EJSCREEN, 2019) 
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When both environmental and public health indicators are 

combined, however, the data changes. The 

EJSCREEN tool uses what is called an EJ Index, a 

number which takes both environmental data 

and demographic data into account. As seen in Figure EV-

12, in this scenario, the percentile of PM2.5, ozone, and 

lead paint are all between 28th and 30th percentile when 

compared to the state. The EJ Index for traffic proximity 

is in the 43rd percentile statewide. It is interesting to 

see that the wastewater discharge indicator is at the 

11th percentile, even though Figure EV-11 (previous 

page) showed a significantly high environmental percentile 

for that same indicator.   

This could mean that while there is significant wastewater 

discharge in the areaτwhich makes sense with the CSOτ

the most vulnerable populations are not nearly as 

affected by it. Regardless, this EJ data underscores the excess risk, however extreme, posed to 

underrepresented populations throughout the tri-county area. As transportation projects are 

planned around the region, it is imperative to not only consider environmental factors, but also demographic 

factors.  

Figure EV-12 Environmental Justice Indicators 

(US EPA EJSCREEN, 2019) 
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Goal, Objectives, and Action Items 

GOAL FOR ENVIRONMENT 

Support the preservation of natural resources, build environmental resiliency, and improve quality 

of life through our transportation decisions. 

Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

Support the preservation of natural resources    

¶ Preserve Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites.    

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ    

¶ Aim for zero run-ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻŀŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ōȅ ǳǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ōŜǎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ό.atǎύΦ    

¶ Pinpoint sources of air and water pollutants that affect humans most adversely and reduce the pollutants.   Public Health  

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƛǘȅΣ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ    

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ όƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǿŜǊ ŦƭŜŜǘύ ōȅ using ultra-ƭƻǿ ǎǳƭŦǳǊ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ό¦[{5ύ 
ŦǳŜƭǎΦ  

  

¶ Reduce emissions from non-ǊƻŀŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦[{5 ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ    

¶ Encourage non-ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ Public Health,  
Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ Prioritize funding of walking and biking trails to promote healthy lifestyles and lower emissions.   Public Health  

Build environmental resiliency   

¶ LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ    

¶ Integrate new stormwater management technologies into the construction of all new roadways.     

¶ ¦ǘƛƭƛȊŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ōŜǎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘŜŘ ōƛƻǎǿŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎƛƴǎ 
ǘƻ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎƻǊō ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  

  

¶ !ǾƻƛŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎΦ    

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǊŀǾƛƴŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ōǳŦŦŜǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ  

  

¶ MinimƛȊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴΦ    

¶ Study the economic viability of the beneficial use of dredged material (BUDM).   Economic Development  
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Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

 Build environmental resiliency (continued) Economic Development  

¶ Use sustainable materials in road construction.  

¶ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƭƻǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ    

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ /ƛǘȅ[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƘȅōǊƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ōǳǎŜǎΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛŘƭƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

  

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ [95 ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ    

¶ Encourage ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ /ƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ ¦ǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ǎŜƴǎƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ ǘƻ ƴƻ-ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ    

¶ Encourage improvŜŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ  Freight  

¶ Continue monitoring the region's water supply through stakeholder group collaboration.    

Improve quality of life in the region   

¶ Understand the type of populations (i.e. demographics, socioeconomic status) who are most affected by transportation-
derived environmental pollutants.  

Public Health  

¶ Prioritize the funding of projects that reduce environmental burdens on underserved populations.  Public Health  
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aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
The purpose of this chapter is to highlight the developments of three different transportation modes: buses, 

, bicycles, and pedestrians. Improving these services and facilities is key to ensuring public investments in 

transportation can benefit every resident of the region. 
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Public Transportation  
Public transportation, especially bus transportation, is a critical 

part of the transportation system and is essential to the 

economic and social wellbeing of all residents. Its benefits are 

far reaching; the system connects workers to jobs, conserves 

energy, reduces oil dependence, relieves congestion, improves 

air quality and health, provides access for all ages and incomes, 

and offers a vital link to people with disabilities. In the Greater 

Peoria Area, bus transportation includes local public transit and 

paratransit services, human services agency client 

transportation, and intercity bus service. 

Urbanized Area  
The Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area has one key public 

transportation service operated by the Greater Peoria Mass 

Transit District (GPMTD). They operate fixed-route bus service 

and complementary para-transit service under the names of 

CityLink and CityLift, respectively. GPMTD is funded with state 

sales tax revenue and federal funding, as well as a local match 

generated through a dedicated property tax for residences 

within the transit district boundaries. The transit district covers 

the City of Peoria, West Peoria Township, and the Village of 

Peoria Heights. CityLink also provides service under contract to 

the City of Pekin and the East Peoria Mass Transit District.  

Map MC-1 visualizes the entire CityLink service area.  

Map MC-1 CityLink Service Area, 2020 
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Fixed Route Service 

CityLink operates 20 fixed routes that radiate from downtown 

Peoria. In late 2019, CityLink adopted an updated 

Comprehensive Operations Analysis: CityLink On the Move. The 

following notable information about our ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ public 

transportation service are highlights from an Existing Conditions 

Report completed for CityLink On the Move in May 2019:  

Overall, the system runs from 5:15 a.m. to 12:30 a.m., but 

routes differ in their exact service hours and days. To help 

differentiate this, the Existing Conditions Report classified routes 

in four άǘƛŜǊǎέ based on hours and days of service. CityLink has 

nine Tier 1 routes, five Tier 2 routes, three Tier 3 routes and 

three Tier 4 routes.   

¶ Tier 1 routes operate daily and every 30 minutes during 

weekday peak periods. These routes operate late night 

service on weekdays and Saturdays.  

¶ Tier 2 routes operate six days a week and every 30 minutes 

during weekday peak periods. Most Tier 2 routes do not 

operate late night service.  

¶ Tier 3 routes operate six days a week and hourly during 

weekday peak periods.  

¶ Tier 4 routes operate five days a week and hourly during 

weekday peak periods. 

Map MC-2 visualizes all of /ƛǘȅ[ƛƴƪΩǎ fixed routes.

Map MC-2 CityLink Fixed Bus Routes, 2020 
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Based on ridership numbers in the report, the top five performing routes (in order of titled route number) 

are: Route 1: University; Route 4: Knoxville; Route 5: Main St.; Route 12: Heights; and Route 16: Northwest 

Express.   

Over the last five years of available data, fixed-route ridership for CityLink service was in FY 2015 at 3,420,700 

unlinked passenger trips, but it has since declined. It reached a low in FY 2018 of 2,685,742 trips. This is not 

alarming, as ridership has been declining nationwide as well in recent years. Locally, impacts of policy 

decisions may have also contributed to the lower numbers. In 2016, CityLink eliminated free transfers. 

Because trips are recorded based on each singular boarding, it is possible the decreased trip counts can be 

attributed to this new fare policy.   

Historical Ridership counts based on unlinked trips reported to National Transit Database as part of Annual 

Agency Profiles are displayed in Figure MC-1 below. 

Riding CityLink is relatively affordable. A one-way regular adult ticket costs $1; students, veterans, and the 

people with disabilities ride for $0.50; and seniors ride for free. In 2016, CityLink eliminated free transfers, so 

riders pay each time they board a bus. For riders who transfer regularly, an unlimited-ride day pass for $3.00 

and 30-day pass for $40.00 are available for purchase. This fare structure is similar to other transit districts in 

downstate Illinois.  

Figure MC-1 Historical CityLink Ridership 
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Complementary Paratransit 

In addition to providing fixed route general public 

transportation, GPMTD contracts with a third-party provider to 

operate demand-response paratransit service for individuals 

who are unable to use the fixed route system due to a disability. 

This service, referred to as CityLift, uses accessible vehicles to 

provide service to individuals who live within three-quarters of a 

mile from the fixed route bus lines (Map MC-3). The provision of 

this complementary service is a federal requirement for all 

public entities operating fixed route transportation services for 

the general public.  

CityLift paratransit service is limited to individuals who are 

eligible under the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). Eligibility is determined through 

an evaluation and certification process. Once deemed eligible, 

individuals can ride CityLift for a cost of $2.00 one-way and are 

provided with άŘƻƻǊ-to-ŘƻƻǊέ service. In door-to-door service, 

the vehicle driver offers assistance from the ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ door to the 

vehicle and provides comparable assistance at the destination. 

Individuals must make reservations for this service 24 hours 

before the scheduled trip per federal guidelines.  

Within the City of Peoria, Peoria Heights, West Peoria, and East 

Peoria, CityLift service is available Monday through Friday from 

5:30 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., 

and Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Currently, Sunday 

service to East Peoria is unavailable. Within Pekin, service is 

available Monday through Friday from 6:45 a.m. to 5:40 p.m. 

and is unavailable on Saturday and Sunday.  

Map MC-3 CityLink Complementary Paratransit Service, 2020 
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CAUSE Area Demand Response Service  

The 2010, the US Census expanded the PPUATS boundaries, which led to the addition of Chillicothe, Dunlap, 

and Germantown Hills to the urbanized area. Prior to this expansion, Peoria /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ rural public 

transportation service, CountyLink, serviced Chillicothe and Dunlap; and Woodford /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ rural public 

transportation service, WeCare, serviced Germantown Hills. Due to federal regulations, CountyLink and 

WeCare, as rural service providers, are unable to provide transportation service that both originates and 

terminates within an urban area. Therefore, Germantown Hills, Dunlap, and Chillicothe were newly without 

public transportation service to take residents into urban communities.  

To temporarily resolve this issue, GPMTD has taken over transportation services within the expanded 

Urbanized Area. Currently, the service is only available in Peoria County. The service began with funding in 

part through two federal grant programs, Section 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) and Section 

5317 New Freedom. Unfortunately, these grant programs have been consolidated and restructured in 2012 

under federal legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) and are no longer 

available. For now, GPMTD continues service.   

The service, referred to as CAUSE Area (CityLink Area Urban Service Expansion) demand response, is currently 

available to anyone living or working within the grey urbanized area outside of complementary paratransit 

boundaries (See Map MC-3). The service operates Monday through Saturday from 5:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 

is unavailable on Sundays. A one-way passenger fare is $6.00. Individuals are encouraged to schedule their 

rides at least 24 hours in advance; however, same-day reservations are sometimes accepted.  

Through the Greater Peoria Grey Area Mobility Enhancement and Expansion Study, TCRPC, GPMTD and 

community partners are actively exploring ways to more permanently secure funding for this service to 

remain available to affected communities. The study will also comprehensively examine the feasibility of 

expanding service to other communities (besides those receiving the CAUSE service) in the urbanized area 

that are not currently served by a public transportation operator ς Bartonville, Creve Coeur, Marquette 

Heights, and North Pekin.  
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Operations and Service 

GPMTD received funding from Tri-County to implement General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS). This 

integrated route information with Google Maps was a big step to making the system easier for riders to 

use. CityLink also implemented a signed-stop policy to help improve on-time performance of its fixed route 

service. 

Capital & Planning  

In 2017, CityLift and CountyLink acquired 35 new vehicles, which have been used for service. GPMTD has also 

acquired four new hybrid diesel-electric 40-foot buses and put them into service, rotating through all routes 

(GPMTD, 2019).  

In 2019, GPMTD received a federal grant fund award for two new electric buses through the Low-No Emission 

program. The same year, GPMTD selected a contractor and began working to equip all buses with Automatic 

Vehicle Locator (AVL), Automatic Passenger Counter (APC) and Automated Voice Announcements. This 

equipment will allow for better data collection to inform operations improvements and provide better 

service to riders. Once fully implemented, live bus position information that more accurately indicates arrival 

times at bus stops can be shown in Google Maps and a CityLink app (currently in development).  

By early 2020, Phase 1 of renovations to the Downtown Transit Center were complete. These improvements 

enhanced main floor facilities: Customer service office, public restrooms, driver break room, and the waiting 

area. Phase 2 will continue in 2020 and address the second-floor spaces where GPMTD staff work to support 

operations at the Transit Center.  

Over the past three years, GPMTD has also began laying the groundwork to complete much-needed 

renovations to their maintenance facility and administration office. The current vision includes constructing a 

new building at the back of the property to house administration and maintenance offices, relocating CityLift 

and CountyLink offices to the current Administration building (with planned renovations), and improving the 

current maintenance buildings that are crucial to effectively perform maintenance on newer vehicles (hybrid 

and electric buses) as well as current buses.  

GPMTD made small, but crucial bus stop improvements to help connect stops with nearby existing sidewalk 

networks. During Summer 2019, 39 concrete pads were installed throughout the district. GPMTD received 

funds for this project through Tri-/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 grant program.  
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Metropolitan Planning Area  
The metropolitan planning area that lies outside the urbanized area is eligible for rural public transportation. 

Service to this area is provided by CountyLink (rural Peoria County) and WeCare (rural Tazewell and 

Woodford Counties).  

CountyLink provides demand-response service, which allows individuals to be picked up and dropped off at a 

pre-scheduled time and place. The service is available Monday through Friday from 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

and costs $6.00 one way.  

In recent years, Peoria County has put an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) in place with GPMTD to 

operate this system. GPMTD uses a third-party contractor to provide CountyLink service. Because of the IGA, 

a coordinated dispatch effort has made both systems more productive. CountyLink and CityLift are using the 

same third-party contractor to provide the service, same ride scheduling software and equipment, and same 

dispatching office. Such improvements make it possible for more rides to be provided in more areas. This can 

be seen in the growing ridership since 2016 as reported to the National Transit Database and displayed in 

Figure MC-2 (FTA, 2018a).  

WeCare, a not-for-profit organization, is the public transportation provider for rural Tazewell and Woodford 

Counties (FTA, 2018b, 2018c). Like CountyLink, WeCare provides demand-response service. Transportation is 

available Monday through Friday from 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and costs $3.00 one way. Seniors ride on a 

donation-only basis. WeCare ridership 

has remained stable, but may continue 

to trend upward, especially in rural 

Tazewell County (FTA, 2018b).  

Figure MC-2 Rural Public Transportation Systems 

Ridership (FTA 2018a, 2018b, 2018c) 
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Human Services Agencies Client Transportation  
Throughout the metropolitan planning area, several human services agencies that provide client 

transportation. These services, while not available to the general public, greatly support the transportation 

needs of low-income individuals, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities.  

In the metropolitan planning area, a number of human services agencies have been granted vehicles through 

L5h¢Ωǎ Consolidated Vehicle Procurement (CVP) program to support their transportation services. Table MC-

1 lists these agencies and identifies their principal clients and nature of service. Please note that this table is 

not a comprehensive list of all human services agencies with client transportation programs. Many human 

services agencies fund transportation programs with private donations, fundraising, and other means.  

Often, the transportation programs of human services agencies are not enough to satisfy all transportation 

needs. In these cases, agencies have succeeded in coordinating with CityLink, CityLift, CountyLink, and 

WeCare to provide additional rides. This effort is one of the primary goals of the Heart of Illinois Human 

Services Transportation Plan (HSTP) committee. More information about the HSTP program can be found 

later in this section under the Coordinated Planning header.   

Peoria Area Human Service Agencies  

Organization  Location  Principal Clients  Nature of Service  

Central Illinois Agency on Aging  Peoria  Seniors  To provide resources to help elderly 
persons and their caretakers  

Central Illinois Center for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired (CICBVI)  

Peoria  Blind and Visually Impaired  To provide services and support for the 
blind and visually impaired  

Community Workshop Training Center 
(CWTC)  

Peoria  People with Disabilities  To provide day training for people with 
disabilities  

Council for Disadvantaged People, Inc.  Peoria  Low-income  To help individuals and families overcome 
poverty, homelessness, unemployment, 
substance abuse, and teen violence  

EP!C  Peoria  People with Disabilities  To provide day training for people with 
disabilities  

Snyder Village  Metamora  Seniors  Retirement community and nursing home  

Tazewell County Resource Center (TCRC)  Tremont  People with Disabilities  To provide day training for people with 
disabilities  

Table MC-1 Peoria Area Human Service Agencies 
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Intercity Bus  
The Greater Peoria Area has access to four different intercity bus lines. These are: Peoria Charter Coach, 

Burlington Trailways, Greyhound Lines, and an Amtrak Thruway Bus Service. The departure/arrival point for 

all these services is the CityLink Transit Center in Downtown Peoria.  

Peoria Charter Coach runs a daily airport shuttle that travels from Peoria to Chicago hΩIŀǊŜ and Midway 

Airports four times per day.  Along with the CityLink Transit Center, the Peoria Charter Coach also has 

departure/arrival points at Peoria Charter plaza and Bradley University in the City of Peoria (Peoria Charter, 

2020).  

Burlington Trailways provides service to Peoria with access to over fifty communities throughout the upper 

Midwest and Plains states, including destinations in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, and Colorado 

(Burlington Trailways, 2020). Greyhound Lines similarly provides service to Peoria with access to communities 

nationwide (Greyhound, 2020).   

Since 2014, Amtrak has operated a thruway bus service from Peoria to Normal and Peoria to Springfield. It 

coordinates times with the !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ Lincoln Service (Amtrak, 2020). This service came about after several 

attempts to acquire passenger rail between Peoria and Bloomington-Normal. Though passenger rail is a 

preferred alternative for many in the region, thruway bus service was deemed more financially feasible.  
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Coordinated Planning  
An increasing number of individuals are unable to transport themselves or purchase transportation due to 

physical and/or mental disabilities, income status, or age. While this plan aims to address mobility in all 

forms, for all users, more attention to these specific mobility needs can be found in the regional Human 

Services Transportation Plan (HSTP).   

The HSTP is a federally required document that aims to increase the number of options and affordability of 

public transportation for people with low income, people with disabilities, older adults, and the general 

public. The plan contains an inventory of available transportation providers, an assessment of transportation 

needs and gaps, and strategies to address those identified shortcomings.  

To guide the HSTP document development and implementation, a committee composed of urban and rural 

transportation providers, transit users, human services agencies, and elected officials meets regularly. The 

goals of the HSTP plan and input from the HSTP committee have informed the goals of this long-range 

transportation plan.  
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Mobility  of People with Disabilities  
Transportation and mobility play key roles in the struggle for equal opportunity in the disability community. 

Affordable and reliable transportation allows people with disabilities to access important opportunities in 

education, employment, healthcare, housing, and recreation. Because national, state, and local investments 

in transportation infrastructure have disproportionately favored cars and highways, those who cannot drive 

cars often lack viable transportation options.  

According to the 2018 American Community Survey, approximately 11.5% of the Peoria, IL metro area 

residents are living with a disability.  The disability rate is expected to increase in the coming years due to an 

aging population and increases in chronic health conditions, among other causes.1 It is therefore vital that 

the needs of this community are addressed.  

National Policy  
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was passed in 1990 to ensure that people with disabilities have 

equal opportunities to participate in society. The law required all new public transportation vehicles to be 

accessible. Additionally, transit operators had to begin providing paratransit services for those who cannot 

use the fixed route system. Other modes of transit that are covered include commuter transit, subway, and 

intercity rail systems. The law also addresses the accessibility of public places, including restaurants, hotels, 

theaters, ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ offices, grocery stores, entertainment venues, schools, and daycare facilities, among 

others. All new construction and modifications to existing public facilities must be made accessible, and 

existing facilities must try to remove as many barriers as possible. Though the ADA improved conditions for 

people with disabilities, transportation choices are still limited, as the law does not address private 

transportation such as taxis.  
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Statewide Coordination  
Access to reliable transportation is an integral catalyst for independent living. Since 2016, additional focus 

has been placed on connecting state and regional representatives of transportation services with their peers 

in the disability advocacy organizations. This manifests as quarterly calls and annual meetings with LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ 

Rural Transit Assistance Center, Statewide Independent Living Center, regional HSTP Coordinators, and 

Centers for Independent Living. During such meetings, the discussions focus on the transportation goals of 

the Statewide Plan for Independent Living (SPIL). As a small success, these connections have brought greater 

visibility of the transportation options available through the state to those disability advocates assisting 

people with accessing transportation. In the longer term, this group hopes to make progress on the following 

objectives from the SPIL:  

1. Expand the availability of rural and suburban transportation for people with disabilities in Illinois.  

2. Increase collaboration between state departments of government and local townships and 

municipalities to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public transportation.   

3. Establish reciprocity for paratransit services across Illinois.  

4. Educate transit providers and people with disabilities on transportation issues that impact people 

with disabilities resulting in a more effective use of public transportation. 
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Local Efforts  
The CityLink ADA Committee meets every other month to discuss the CityLink, CountyLink, and CityLift 

paratransit service and issues facing individuals with disabilities. The meetings are a good opportunity to hear 

perspectives of persons with disabilities when CityLink is introducing changes to service or vehicles. Feedback 

from advocates and persons with disabilities is important for making the right improvements to the service.  

Starting in Spring 2020, TCRPC and CityLink began working with Lochmueller Group to more deeply study the 

urbanized ŀǊŜŀΩǎ mobility issues. The primary focus is on unserved and underserved areas where people 

cannot reliably travel independently. Those issues are more detailed in the following paragraphs. Outcomes 

of this study should identify priority areas for transit and/or paratransit service expansion, improvements for 

existing services, and funding sources to pilot mobility services to new, currently άƎǊŜȅΣέ areas (see Map MC-

3).  

Current Conditions  
Public transportation access for individuals with disabilities varies across the Peoria-Pekin Urbanized Area. 

Within the communities of Peoria, Pekin, East Peoria, West Peoria, and Peoria Heights, paratransit coverage 

is comprehensive. However, the service is unavailable during early morning and late-night hours and is 

unavailable in Pekin on weekends. Many communities within the urbanized area are underserved or not 

served at all by either fixed-route or paratransit transportation service. These communities include Creve 

Couer, North Pekin, Marquette Heights, Washington, and Germantown Hills.  

In addition to transit, individuals with disabilities rely on pedestrian infrastructure to safely travel to bus 

stops, places of employment, commercial centers, and other public spaces. In some areas of the region, 

sidewalk infrastructure is non-existent, and in others, the infrastructure is poorly maintained. Incomplete or 

poorly maintained sidewalks, difficult street crossings, lack of curb ramps, and obstacles in the pathway such 

as utility poles create barriers for people with disabilities, limiting their ability to move throughout the region. 

To better meet the needs of the disabled community, improved coordination with the area engineering and 

planning departments, transit district and disability advocate groups is needed.  
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Bicycles and Pedestrians  
Over the past several decades, walking and bicycling as a means of transportation and recreation have 

increased in popularity. This has led to a surge in the construction of trails and on-road accommodations for 

these travel modes. Compared with other metropolitan areas in the state, the tri-county region does not 

have as extensive of a trail system. However, IDOT and local jurisdictions have demonstrated an increased 

focus on improving bicycle and pedestrian accommodations and conditions are showing improvement. While 

finishing the current off-road trail system and establishing new trails remains important, priorities in the 

metropolitan area are also focused on maintenance of the existing system and the provision of on-road 

accommodations, such as bike lanes. The growing movement in planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

is that walking and riding a bike are regarded as active transportation, as well as recreational activities. 

National Policy  
Planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and transportation enhancements was strongly supported in the 

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) transportation legislation. Support is 

reinforced since then in the TEA-21, SAFETEA-LU, MAP-21, and FAST bills2. In addition to providing funding 

opportunities, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has taken a proactive approach in encouraging 

non-motorized transportation as an efficient and environmentally sound alternative for commuter travel. The 

DOT issued a Policy Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation Regulations and Recommendations 

in 2010, which reflects their support for the development of fully integrated active transportation networks. 

The policy statement is: 

The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation projects. 

Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and opportunities for 

walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation systems. Because of the 

numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide τ including health, safety, 

environmental, transportation, and quality of life τ transportation agencies are encouraged to go beyond 

minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes (FHWA, 2017).  

 
2 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century; Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users; The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act; Fixing 

AmŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ 
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State Planning  
In 2013, IDOT developed the Illinois Bike Transportation Plan, the first state-wide bicycle plan in Illinois 

history. The plan is a document aimed at guiding the future development of trail corridors of regional, 

statewide, and national significance. The document provides an array of resources which can be used by 

state, local, and regional governments during trail planning and implementation. This plan is built upon five 

foundational principles: Access, Choices, Connectivity, Safety, and Collaboration. These principles guided the 

development of the plan, supported the analysis of existing bicycling conditions in the state, and drove the 

development of the recommendations and performance measures presented in the plan.  

To continue bringing more focus to bicycle and pedestrian concerns in statewide planning, IDOT also created 

a Bicycle and Pedestrian coordinator position in the Bureau of Planning. Since 2017, the coordinator position 

has been a helpful liaison between the state and regional groups as activity around bicycle and pedestrian 

improvements continues to grow.  
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Local Efforts  
The Greater Peoria region has a long history of planning for system improvements that enhance bicycle and 

pedestrian travel through the area. In more recent years, the momentum has been increasing as efforts shift 

from trail planning to on-road accommodations for bicycle and pedestrian transportation. 

Since the construction ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪ LǎƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƛƴ мфуф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ό/ŀǊƭ ά.ǳŘέ {ŎƘƳƛǘǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭύ 

in 1991, area residents have shown an increasing interest in both bicycling for recreation and for 

transportation. To help organize and encourage bicycle trail planning within the region, Tri-County, along 

with a Regional Greenways Task Force, developed the first Peoria Metro Area Greenways and Trails Plan in 

1997.  

Additionally, Tri-County conducted studies on the feasibility of converting the Elm Industrial Lead Rail Line 

into a recreational trail, a nearly 25-mile rail corridor that stretches from Farmington to Bellevue. Today, this 

corridor is known as the Hanna City Trail and Peoria County, who has taken the lead on the project, is 

currently working to develop this corridor into a usable recreational trail. Presently, stakeholders have 

applied for grants to acquire right of way and eventually build the trail. 

Beginning in 2015 with the City of tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ Master Bicycle Plan, enthusiasm for bicycle and pedestrian 

planning has spread contagiously. This has been aided largely by specially set-aside planning funds from 

PPUATS, but many communities contribute their local funds as well. Since FY2016, at least $90,000 annually 

has been available to PPUATS members to complete studies and planning projects that support the goals of 

the ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ LRTP. The following are projects from this program that aim to directly improve bicycle and 

pedestrian transportation or comprehensive improvements as part of the project:  

¶ City of Peoria Bicycle Wayfinding Study  

¶ City of Peoria Downtown Wayfinding Study  

¶ Tazewell County Communities Wayfinding Study  

¶ Chillicothe 4th St Corridor Study  

¶ Pekin Derby Street Corridor Study  

¶ Peoria Heights Commercial Corridors Study  

¶ Regional Complete Streets Symposium  

Finally, TCRPC staff completed a regional bicycle and pedestrian transportation plan in recent years, which 

PPUATS adopted in May 2017. As a regional plan, BikeConnect IhLΩǎ emphasis was placed on identifying 

connections between communities rather than planning for accommodations within the communities of the 
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region. This robust plan won an award from the American Planning Association ς Illinois Chapter in 2019. 

Explore it on ¢/wt/Ωǎ website to learn about the existing network, proposed connections and 

accommodations, and best practices to support bicycle and pedestrian travel throughout the region. 
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Projects 
While TCRPC is responsible for creating this plan, each jurisdiction is accountable for implementing projects 

to improve bicycle and pedestrian travel. The timing of various accommodations and projects depends upon 

the cost and amount of work required to create them. For example, this could mean adding 

signage, sharrows, or bike lanes when the pavement is already wide enough and only requires re-striping. 

These are projects that can be undertaken in the near future. However, if adding bike lanes to a road would 

require widening the road to construct them, that improvement would likely only be completed as part of a 

major reconstruction project.  

A Complete Streets Policy helps ensure that the design of major construction and reconstruction projects 

considers needs of bicyclists and pedestrians. Illinois legislature adopted such a policy at the state level in 

2013. The City of Peoria has developed and adopted their Complete Streets Policy 

in late 2015. TCRPC encourages other communities in the region to explore doing the same. To aid this 

process, it has been recommended that TCRPC could assist in creating a sample policy that could be adjusted 

to reflect each ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ unique needs.  
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PPUATS Programming Process 

PPUATS receives federal funding it can program region-wideτthis is one of the metropolitan 

planning ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ main tools to implement planned bicycle-related projects. PPUATS is large enough in 

population to be a designated recipient of direct Transportation Alternative (TA) funds to program specifically 

for trail projects. These amounted to approximately $290,000 for FY 2020.   

The State of Illinois operates a similar program called the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program 

(ITEP). The federal government continues to distribute Safe Routes to School (SRTS) funds through IDOT for 

programming. MPOs are not allowed to apply for or sponsor SRTS or Illinois Transportation Enhancement 

Program (ITEP) applications, but local projects from these sources must be in the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP).   

Current road projects programmed in the TIP are also anticipated to include bicycle and/or pedestrian 

elements. The exact types of accommodations these projects include will be determined as they are under 

design. These projects include:  

¶ New eastbound span of the McCluggage Bridge in FY 2022  

¶ Northmoor Road from University to Hamilton in Peoria in FY 2017  

¶ Northmoor Road from Hamilton to Allen in Peoria in FY 2018  

¶ Dirksen Parkway from Airport to Middle in Peoria in FY 2019  

¶ Detroit Avenue at US 150 in Morton in FY 2016 

TIP No.  Project  Funding Source  Project Cost  

ITEP-18-01   Rock Island Greenway   ITEP   $507,200 

PEO-20-03   US-150/War Memorial Dr Sidewalk   ITEP   $329,510 

PEO-20-04   Pedestrian Infill   TAP   $119,055 

PEO-20-05   Willow Knolls Pedestrian Improvements   TAP   $239,227 

PEK-20-02   Jefferson Elementary & Washington Middle  Safe Routes  $197,932 

TAP-15-01   Rock Island Greenway Bridge  TAP   $406,800 

W-20-01   US-24 Business Multi-Use Path   TAP   $418,578 

W-20-02   Washington District 51 Safe Routes to School   Safe Routes  $200,000 

W-20-03   Washington District 52 Safe Routes to School   Safe Routes  $200,000 

Table MC-2 Greater Peoria Federally Funded Bike-Ped Projects, FYs 2020-23 
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Additional Bicycle and Pedestrian Considerations  

Creating a complete and user-friendly system for all users must emphasize the connections between modes. 

Proper networks involve more than sidewalks, trails, and on-road accommodations. To fully incorporate 

these modes into the metropolitan ŀǊŜŀΩǎ transportation system, there are several important elements to 

consider:  

Sidewalk connections: Many parts of the metropolitan area have gaps in the sidewalk system. This is 

especially problematic along bus routes, as pedestrians can have difficulty reaching the transit stops. Too 

often, there are benches along bus routes for people who are waiting to catch a bus, but there are many 

locations where these benches are in the middle of grass with no sidewalk connection. Commercial areas are 

another unfortunately common area where gaps in sidewalk networks present challenges for non-vehicular 

travel.   

Traffic signal design: Traffic signals are not always capable of responding to the presence of a cyclist. In areas 

where signals change due to the presence of vehicles, a bicyclist may have to wait an excessive amount of 

time for a green light, or cross on a red light. Where appropriate, upgrading traffic signal detectors should be 

implemented to recognize the presence of cyclists.   

Bicycle parking: While providing the route to get to a destination is often the primary consideration, the 

bicyclist must have a place to secure their bike once there. Areas that should provide bicycle parking include 

all public buildings, parks, transit stops, and places near businesses and multi-unit residential dwellings.  

Bicycle racks on buses: Bicycle racks on buses increase the mobility of bicyclists as it enables them to travel 

across the metropolitan area. CityLink has space for two bicycles on all its fixed route transit buses.  
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Goal, Objectives, and Action Items 

GOAL FOR MOBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY 

Enable people, goods, and information to travel efficiently throughout, to, and from our region. 

Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

Improve the public transportation experience and options   

¶ Encourage non-ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ  Public Health, Environment  

¶ Establish a Regional Transit Authority.    

¶ Improve perceptions of public transportation.     

¶ Improve bus shelters and bus pads (standing pads).    

¶ Prioritize the construction and maintenance of sidewalks near high-traffic bus stops.    

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ /ƛǘȅ[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƘȅōǊƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ōǳǎŜǎΦ  Environment  

Improve and expand pedestrian and bicyclist accommodations   

¶ Complete a continuous trail system of on- and off-road facilities and provide for connections to the developing regional trail 
system.  

  

¶ Provide efficient non-motorized access between major traffic generators.  Economy  

¶ Increase the availability of bike racks.    

¶ Take steps to improve the breadth and condition of the region's sidewalk network.   Public Health  

¶ wŜŘǳŎŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎκōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŜŘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜκǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ  Public Health  

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎύΦ  Public Health  

¶ Support ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ŀŦŜ wƻǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  Public Health  

¶ Encourage the development of safety ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ōƛkŜκǇŜŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Public Health  

¶ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  Public Health  

¶ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Public Health  

¶ Work with food, healthcare, and other organizations in the region to ensure adequate transportation accessibility to vital 
services.   

Public Health  
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Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

Improve transportation access for people with disabilities   

¶ Upgrade the sidewalk network to be ADA compliant.    

¶ Support training programs for disability sensitivity.    

¶ Encourage new mobility vehicles and programs to prioritize accessibility.    

¶ Encourage local governments to adopt ordinances for the removal of snow and ice from sidewalks, bus stops, and driveway 
entrances.  

  

Provide options for other alternative transportation modes   

¶ Increase the presence of car sharing programs like Zimride or Zipcar.    

¶ Support development of shared mobility options.    

¶ Support the establishment of passenger rail connecting Peoria and other jurisdictions and/or research alternative strategies to 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎsenger rail centers.  

  

¶ Explore international passenger destinations from the Peoria International Airport.    

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ /ƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  Environment  

¶ Continue exploring rapid passenger transport options between Peoria and Bloomington-Normal.  Economic Development, Freight  

¶ Actively pursue rail-banking of abandoned rail lines to preserve rail corridors for future uses.  Economic Development, Freight  
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9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
The relationship between transportation and the economy is vital. Mobility, the moving of people and goods 

as efficiently as possible is fundamental for economic prosperity. The Peoria-Pekin region is diverse in 

economic sectors with some segments of the economy having a global focus and importance, while other 

economic activity is regional in nature. In either case, transportation plays a key role in sustaining economic 

activity.
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As our economy continues to advance, transportation improvements must keep pace to sustain economic 

development rather than impede progress. Regional infrastructure conditions can significantly impact the 

efficiency and quality of economic trade. Therefore, an LRTP is crucial to ensure that long-term 

transportation improvements align with the job growth, population fluctuations, and freight movement. 

Another need is to provide mobility for those with workforce participation challenges. A key facet of 

sustainability in all sectors is to maximize the use of resources, particularly financial resources.   

This LRTP advances the financial sustainability principle by, among other things:  

1. Investing in economically and financially viable transit endeavors  

2. Shaping the plan via public input and involvement in all parts of the urbanized area to shape the plan  

3. Improving bicycle and pedestrian safety, as many rely solely on these modes to access jobs and 

school  

4. Focusing on responsible land use and smart transportation  

5. Advancing projects that improve transportation efficiency and operations  

6. Expanding funding for transit operations and maintenance  

7. Investing in projects that are deemed to have the greatest return on investment  

8. Aligning project investments with the resources expected to be available  

A critical transportation-economic sustainability link is through a coordinated approach to land use and 

development. The inter-relation of transportation and land use can positively impact economic sustainability 

and yield more efficient results. Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is a classic example of how coordinated 

transportation and land use can result in greater transportation efficiency while bolstering economic 

development. Land use and transportation continue to become increasingly linked. Compact, efficient, and 

urban areas are supported by transit, biking, and walking and provide livable communities while reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions.  
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Regional Economic Development Efforts 
In 2019 and 2020, the Greater Peoria Economic Development Council (GPEDC) held a series of five meetings, 

called The Big Table, throughout the region (see Figures EC-1 and EC-2). 240 participants discussed major 

topics from food availability to diversity and inclusion. Transportation was another hot topic. The fuel for 

these discussions was economic development and what it means to weave it through all the topics discussed. 

At the end of the day 96% of surveyed participants noted that they would be interested in attending a similar 

region-wide event in the future. Such community events underscore the need to develop a region-wide 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) document (GPEDC, 2020). Many of the goals and 

objectives developed for the LRTP correspond to the current initiatives in the CEDS effort.  

Figure EC-1 A photo from The Big Table Peoria, hosted by GPEDC 

(GPEDC, 2020) 

Figure EC-2 A photo from The Big Table Delavan, hosted by GPEDC 

(Brumfield, 2020) 
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Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and Economic Development District 

(CEDS)  
As its name implies, a CEDS lays out a regional strategy for economic development with the goal being a 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ /95{Ω Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

economic development framework, it also serves as a required vehicle through which some federal agencies 

(especially the US Economic Development Administration, or EDA) evaluate requests for project grant 

assistance (CEDS, 2019). Without having an EDA-approved CEDS, various entities in the region may not be 

eligible to receive Economic Development Assistance Grants, including the Stimulus Funds for economic 

development (EDA, 2020). Having a CEDS in place has become more important than ever. The Greater Peoria 

Economic Development Council (GPEDC) is in the process of updating its CEDS document at this time 

(Spring/Summer 2020) which will be more diverse and comprehensive than before.   



ECONOMY 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 114 

ASSETS  

¢ƘŜ /95{ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ό955ύΣ 

which includes the tri-county region. During the initial planning meetings, community focus group members 

identified regional opportunities. Top choices included:  

1. Transportation (roads, river, rail, air)  

2. Abundant water resources, including the Mahomet and Sankoty Aquifers  

3. Illinois River  

4. Central location  

5. Rural and urban mix  

6. TransPort port district  

BARRIERS  

CƻŎǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜΥ  

1. Infrastructure  

2. River siltation  

3. Lack of process inclusion  

4. Mass transit  

5. Too many governmental entities  

6. No vision ς No structured strategic plan  

7. Individualism of each of our communities  

8. Lack of unified government, especially on local levels  

9. hǳǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ άǇǊƛŘŜέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ourselves  
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Greater Peoria Economic Development Council  
The Greater Peoria Economic Development Council (GPEDC) drives economic growth within the Greater 

Peoria Area in collaboration with local economic development partners through targeted business assistance 

and attraction, workforce development, and regional marketing. The council publishes data and information 

used by industries and investors seeking to locate, expand, or invest in the Peoria region. Among these 

publications are lists of sites actively being marketed for sale and/or development, as well as buildings 

available for lease or sale.  

 

Figure EC-3 DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tŜƻǊƛŀ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ όDt95/Σ ƴΦŘΦύ 

Economic Development District (EDD)  
An Economic Development District is a federally designated organization charged with the maintenance and 

implementation of the CEDS plan (EDA, 2019). Application for designation involves several steps including 

written support by the State of Illinois, Peoria, Tazewell, Woodford, Logan, and Mason counties, and a plan of 

operation as a nonprofit organization. GPEDC has been designated the EDD for the Peoria metropolitan 

planning area. Through this, the EDD is eligible for a 50% matching planning grant to fund the program and 

staff. 

Central IllinƻƛǎΩ 955 ƛǎ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-county non-profit organization. It is bridge between the private and public 

sectors to allow area leaders to network and align economic development goals. The EDD helps identify 

economic development projects potentially eligible for grant funding. This crucial service helps match local 

dollars to state and federal to bring more funding and jobs to the region. This, in turn, extends the economic 

development capabilities of Peoria, Tazewell, Woodford, Logan, and Mason counties (GPEDC, 2019).  
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Relationship with Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ό95!ύ ƛǎΥ ά¢ƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

development agenda by promoting innovation and competitiveness, preparing American regions for growth 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ό95!Σ ƴΦŘΦύΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 955 ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

when local projects are submitted for EDA grants. When local economic development projects arise that align 

with EDA funding priorities and CEDS goals, the EDA assists governments and non-profits in submitting grant 

proposals. Further, EDD staff coordinates the CEDS Strategy Committee, a group of local private and public 

sector leaders charged with the annual oversight of the CEDS plan. TCRPC is represented on this Committee 

to address its mission focus on transportation, environmental, and community development issues. The 

CEDS/EDD tasks include the annual update of the data and projects within the plan. Other responsibilities of 

the EDD include:  

1. Maintain CEDS for the region.  

2. Submit funding request to the EDA for its three-year planning grant.  

3. Annually report on the goals, strategies, project prioritization, and completion of EDD scope of work.  

4. Hold open meetings at least once a year.  

5. Assist qualified eligible governments and nonprofits with EDA grant applications.  

6. Serve as the contact point for the CEDS Strategy Committee and EDA for organizations applying for 

funding.  

7. Provide ongoing technical assistance to area governments and nonprofits to align regional economic 

development goals.  

8. Provide grant and loan research, writing, and administration to both the EDA and other federal and non-

federal funding sources.  

9. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ άǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Řevelopment of 

materials such as maps, fact sheets, and planning information.  

10. Assist CEDS Committee in developing several key issue-oriented sub-committees for which they have 

expressed an interest.  

11. Maintain ongoing relationships. Ongoing public and private relationships are crucial to the CEDS process.  
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Goal, Objective, and Action Items 

GOAL FOR ECONOMY 

Maintain a transportation system that builds prosperity throughout  

our region. 

Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

Support incremental development and mixed use in the built environment    

¶ Build mixed-ǳǎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ    

¶ Increase density in the urbanized area.  Environment  

Reduce household transportation costs   

¶ Favor policies and projects that ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŦǳŜƭ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ  Environment  

¶ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

¶ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘΣ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘŜǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΦ  Mobility & Connectivity  

Explore new initiatives linking economy and transportation   

¶ Encourage data collection relating to freight movement throughout the region.   Freight  

¶ Encourage emerging container-on-barge efforts.   Freight  

¶ Support ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ ƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  Freight  

¶ Actively pursue rail-banking of abandoned rail lines to preserve rail corridors for future uses.  Mobility & Connectivity, Freight  

¶ Continue exploring rapid passenger transport options between Peoria and Bloomington-Normal.  Mobility & Connectivity, Freight  

¶ Study the economic viability of the beneficial use of dredged material (BUDM).   Environment  

¶ ¦ǎŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  Environment  
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Greater Peoria Economic Development Council (GPEDC). (2019, May 14). About Us. Retrieved May 4, 2020, from 

https://hellogreaterpeoria.us/about/ 

Greater Peoria Economic Development Council (GPEDC). (2019). Focus Forward Greater Peoria. Retrieved May 4, 

2020, from https://greaterpeoriaedc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CEDS-update-20162.pdf 

Greater Peoria Economic Development Council (GPEDC). (2020). The Big Table Greater Peoria. Retrieved from 

https://data.greaterpeoria.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/The-Big-Table-Greater-Peoria-Full-Report-1.pdf   

US Economic Development Administration (EDA). (n.d.). Overview. Retrieved May 4, 2020, from 

https://www.eda.gov/about/   

US Economic Development Administration (EDA). (2019, March). Economic Development Districts. Retrieved May 4, 

2020, from https://www.eda.gov/edd/  
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https://www.eda.gov/ceds/  
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CǊŜƛƎƘǘ 
Whether it is by truck, train, barge, or air, freight transport is an integral part of the overall transportation 

system in the Greater Peoria area. Identifying the type of freight, its means of transport, and the logistics 

around it is key to understanding how it fits into the bigger picture. The following section is an in-depth look 

at freight movement in the Greater Peoria region, statewide, and even some wider-reaching ripple effects.
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Freight Movement Overview  
Since specific data on the freight movements within the tri-county region does not exist, Table F-1 provide 

insights into the types of commodities and modes of transport throughout the State of Illinois. Figures F-1 ς 

F-6 show both documented 2018 and projected 2045 data; the latter provides an idea of what is to come. 

Additional freight data, including more detailed import and export data, can be found in Appendix C. 

The Greater Chicagoland market accounts for much of the activity reflected in the data. There are, however, 

narrow markets and modes of freight movement that significantly impact the tri-county area and, in turn, 

LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΦ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ wƛǾŜǊ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ 

excellent opportunities to ship commodities by barge north to the Chicago markets, South to the Gulf of 

Mexico, and beyond to global markets. One of the commodities shipped from Peoria area quarries to the 

/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ ōŀǊƎŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƴŘΦ {ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΦ Lƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ 

from quarry sources in the Chicago area is shipped South to meet regional concrete supplier needs here.  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭ ƛǎ 

shipped by rail tanker cars to meet market demand throughout the United States and internationally. In the 

spring, large quantities of fertilizer are shipped into, out of, and through the tri-county region are transported 

by barge and trucks to meet the demands of Central Illinois farmers. 

Commodities transported  Modes of domestic transport  

Cereal Grains  Other foodstuffs  Air (including truck-air  

Gravel  Natural sands  Multiple modes and mail  

Gasoline  Basic chemicals  Pipeline  

Fertilizers   Coal   Rail  

Nonmetal mining products  Crude petroleum  Truck  

Fuel oils  Base metals  Water  

Waste/scrap  Alcoholic beverages  Other and unknown   

Other agricultural products  Chemical products    

Table F-1 A list of commodities transported and modes of domestic transport into, out of, and within the State of Illinois (FAF, 2019) 
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Figures F-1 and F-2 Shipments within Illinois ς Tons by Trade Type & Transportation Mode, 2018 and 2045 

(FAF, 2019). Full table with values in thousands of tons may be found in Appendix C. 

 

Figures F-3 and F-4 Top Commodities Within and Outbound for Illinois in 2018, Ranked by Tons (all grades combined) 

όC!CΣ нлмфύΦ ƴΦŜΦŎΦ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘΦέ Cǳƭƭ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘh values in thousands of tons may be found in Appendix C. 
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Freight Transported Via Truck 
Goods and materials produced in the Peoria area and throughout 

Illinois are transported across the country via freight trucks. In 

the metropolitan planning area, national and state highways 

facilitate the movement of heavy machinery, crops, and other 

products to their local, national, or global destinations. 

Understanding the importance and nature of on-road freight 

transport is essential to keeping the region economically 

competitive in the future.   

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funds the Center 

for Transportation Analysis, which releases freight statistics via 

its Freight Analysis Framework (FAF) system. These FAF statistics 

are shown in Tables F-1 through F-6.  
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Figures F-5 and F-6 Top Commodities Within and Outbound for Illinois in 20 in 

2045, Ranked by Tons (all trades combined) 

όC!CΣ нлмфύΦ ƴΦŜΦŎΦ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘΦέ {ŜŜ Appendix C. 
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Commercial Trucking 
One Primary Interstate Highway (I-74), one Auxiliary Interstate Highway (I-474), and several national and 

state routes pass through the Greater Peoria area. These routes allow industries and businesses to move 

freight on local, state, and national scales via regional trucking.   

CǊŜƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻŀŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƻŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅΦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǘǊǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

decisions are made with on-road freight transport in mind.   

Engineers design truck routes with the size, weight, maneuverability, and clearance requirements of large 

trucks and tractor trailers in mind. Without these extra design measures, roads used heavily by trucks would 

rapidly deteriorate. A system of designated truck routes is in place to restrict heavy truck traffic to highways 

and roads built to accommodate them. The State of Illinois classifies truck routes using a system of three 

classes (see map in Appendix C for truck routes in the Tri-County area).   

¶ Class 1 truck routes are limited access, divided highways built to accommodate regional and national traffic 

¶ Class 2 routes are not limited access highways, but they have the same size and weight restrictions as Class 1 

¶ Class 3 routes have more restrictive size and weight limits, and they are generally rural roads used for transporting agricultural 

materials and equipment (Transport Chicago, 2013)  

The heaviest amount of commercial truck traffic generally occurs on large highways and arterial roads, away 

from heavily populated areas. Truck traffic in the core of the urbanized area is generally limited to controlled-

access highways.  
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River Transportation 
The Illinois River has long been the signature landmark for the Central Illinois region with its beautiful 

landscapes and magnificent views. Many people use the river for recreation purposes, such as boating and 

fishing. However, the Illinois River is also a working river.  

Freight by Water 
The river has provided the area with the ability to create business and distribute products around the globe, 

serving as a major link for the transport of goods into and out of the Illinois heartland. From the whiskey 

distilling era to the growth of manufacturing in Central Illinois, the Illinois River has indeed been productive.  

The Illinois River is used for the transportation of goods into and out of the region. To the south, it connects 

with the Mississippi River and from there to deep draft ports in New Orleans to allow for international trade. 

To the north, the river connects with Lake Michigan, and from there to the Atlantic Ocean (via the St. 

Lawrence Seaway), again allowing for international trade.  
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Barge Transportation 
River freight is moved by barge, which is a shallow-draft container pushed by a towboat. Barges have plied 

the Illinois River since the 1930s, carrying freight into and out of the region. All barge freight has three things 

in common: They are high in bulk, low in value compared to their weight, and are not time sensitive. As far as 

the major commodity groups that utilize the river for freight transportation in the region, farm products (corn 

and soybeans) dominate traffic on the system.   

Freight travels both upriver and downriver. For example, grain from Central Illinois is shipped downriver to 

New Orleans, and from there to international markets. Coal, on the other hand, is shipped upriver from its 

place of origin.   

Cost is one reason freight is moved by barge. It is estimated that large quantities of cargo can be moved by 

barge for one-third the cost of rail and one-fifth the cost of truck. Secondly, cargo that is too big or too heavy 

to be transported over the highways or by rail can be efficiently moved by water. See Figure F-7 for a visual 

representation of how many units are needed to carry certain amounts of cargo for trucks, rail, and barge. It 

is evident that barge transportation can transport more at one time (USACE, n.d.). 

 

Figure F-7 Number of units needed to transport cargo via truck, rail, and barge 

(USACE, n.d.)  



FREIGHT 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 126 

Locks and Dams 
Barge transportation is possible only because of the system of locks and dams on the Illinois River. Locks and 

dams are constructed to overcome the natural fall of the river from its headwaters to its mouth. Between 

Lake Michigan to the north and the Mississippi River to the south, there is a 163-foot drop in elevation 

(USACE, n.d.). There are eight locks and dams along this stretch of the river. One of them, the Peoria Lock and 

Dam, is in the tri-county area (USACE, n.d.).   

River transportation depends on the lock and dam system to operate. According to the US Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE), the maintenance needs of the system are increasing at a faster rate than the available 

funding. Maintenance is needed for the Peoria Lock & Dam, and the Lock will close from July to September 

2020 (Waterways Council, 2020).   

The capacity of river transportation is directly related to the capacity of locks and dams. The lock and dam 

located in this region is typical of locks on the Illinois River. It is 600 feet in length and can handle one 

towboat with eight barges (USACE, 1991). Most towboats, however, push up to 15 barges at a time on the 

Illinois River. To navigate the lock and dam, the barges must be divided into two sections, with each section 

passing through the lock separately.   

Perhaps the most critical issue facing the Peoria Lock & Dam (and other locks & dams on the system) is lock 

ǎƛȊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ слл-Ŧƻƻǘ ƭƻŎƪǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ need to split and 

pass through the lock in two operations (USACE, 1991). This procedure triples lockage times.  
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Commodities Shipped by Barge 

In 1994, the tonnage of freight shipped throughout the region was 35 million tons (TCRPC, 2005). In 2015, 

23.4 million tons of commodities passed through the Peoria Lock and Dam.3 In fact, the tonnage shipped 

through Peoria and the nearby LaGrange and Starved Rock locks, has decreased steadily since the mid-1990s, 

except for an uptick in 2014 (see Figure F-8). The entire State of Illinois has seen freight tonnage decrease 

through its locks over the years (Tioga, 2017). In fact, this trend reaches throughout numerous states. In 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƻƴƴŀƎŜΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΣ New York, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin all saw declines between 2011 and 2015 (Ginsburg and Dirks, 2017). 

 
 

 

 
3 While data as recent as 2018 are available for statewide freight tonnage, region-specific data is not as straightforward. The reasoning is explained by Ginsburg and Dirks (2017):  

άMore detailed information on total quantities of materials shipped through Illinois Port Districts is not readily available because Port Districts are involved in a variety of 

economic activities with only a limited number operating docks and terminals involved in maritime freight shipping. This leads to incomplete data on totals.έ 

Figure F-8 Millions of tons shipped in Peoria and its two nearest locks, LaGrange to the 

south and Starved Rock to the north 

(Tioga, 2017, pg. 4) 
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According to a report by Tioga for TCRPC (2017), in Illinois, this decrease is due to the following:   

The trend is driven by declines in movements of coal, crude materials (sand & gravel) and manufactured goods 

(cement). Movements of chemicals (fertilizer and alcohol) have increased while other commodities, including farm 

products (corn and soybean products) have remained relatively unchanged (pg. 3).  

Further, because of deferred maintenance on the locks and dams, delays have increased, and shippers are 

looking for alternate freight modes, such as railroads. As for whether this trend will continue, according to 

the Illinois Freight Mobility Plan (IDOT, 2018), cited in Ginsburg and Dirks (2017), the percentage of freight 

shipped on water is expected to decrease due to an expected truck freight tonnage increase. However, 

statewide freight tonnage is expected to increase by 2045 (FAF, 2019).   

The USACE is predicting that the current amount of barge traffic will remain steady or slightly increase in the 

next 20 years. Grain yields will continue to increase, and may again be shipped south to be exported, as 

domestic oil production, with its lower cost, makes ethanol less competitive.  



FREIGHT 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 129 

Container-On-Barge Transportation 

A new use for barges is on the horizon. Container-on-ōŀǊƎŜ ό/h.ύΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǎƘƻǊǘ ǎŜŀ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎΣέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

transporting cargo by water over short distances, therefore connecting waterways to highways (Ginsburg and 

Dirks, 2017). This method will potentially increase the freight moved by barge in the Tri-County area:  

Great Lakes ports have available capacity to move freight and short sea transportation can help alleviate highway 

and rail congestion. Roll on-roll off (RORO) vessels that seamlessly transport trucks over short distances by ship are 

successfully being used in many areas of the world and represent a particularly attractive option to grow short sea 

ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊonmental footprint (Ginsburg and Dirks, 2017).  

COB can take advantage of recent trends: The increase of containers being shipped into the country, the 

growing percentage of freight transported via truck, and the resulting rise in traffic congestion. COB can help 

alleviate some of this. Further, as shown in Figure F-7, barge transfer can be significantly more efficient in 

transporting cargo than trucks, so COB can add a layer of efficiency in the supply chain process (Tioga, 2017).  

Currently, COB operationǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǿŜǊ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

recognized the commercial and environmental benefits of container-on-ōŀǊƎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ όaƻƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ IƻŎƪŜΣ 

2018). In 2018, a St. Louis based stakeholder group received a $96,000 grant from the US Maritime 

Administration (part of the US DOT) to study the effectiveness of COB among New Orleans, Chicago, and 

Minneapolis. Planning is indeed the key to COB success; community stakeholders must be involved across 

several modes, and an economic analysis must show that COB would be more efficient than, for example, 

trucking alone (Moore and Hocke, 2018). Further discussions and planning would therefore have to continue 

regionally to consider COB in Tri-County.  
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Air Travel 
Three airports are located within the PPUATS area: Peoria International, Mt. Hawley, and Pekin airports. Air 

travel connects this community to numerous destinations across the country and the world, facilitating 

national and international social, political, and economic relationships. Air transportation should be 

integrated with other modes of transportation within the community. Planning for a safe and reliable 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

mobility. 

General Wayne A. Downing Peoria International Airport 
The General Wayne A. Downing Peoria International Airport (PIA) serves Peoria and surrounding 

communities. The airport is serviced by four passenger airlines (United, American, Delta, and Allegiant Air) 

and numerous cargo carriers. Nonstop destinations include Chicago, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Las Vegas, 

Phoenix/Mesa, Punta Gorda, Destin, St. Petersburg, Atlanta, Minneapolis, Charlotte, and Orlando (PIA, n.d.).   

PIA has a 10,104-foot fully instrumented primary runway and an 8,004-

foot secondary runway (Airport Technology, 2014). These runways are 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ hΩIŀǊŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ 

The airport is reporting record high totals with 689,416 passengers 

using the Airport in 2019 (Vlahos, 2020). Other regional airports such as 

Bloomington and Springfield have also experienced gains over this time.    

¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфрфΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 

has received multiple facelifts. In 2011, the Metropolitan Airport 

Authority of Peoria (MAAP) celebrated the oǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ tL!Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ǎǘŀǘŜ-

of-the art terminal facility, replacing its old counterpart. The airport was 

then named after General Wayne A. Downing. Yet another new 

terminal was added in 2016 and named after the former US Secretary of 

Transportation and Congressman Ray LaHood (PIA, 2017). These new 

additions resulted in a modern look and feel of the airport, as seen in 

Figure F-9.   Figure F-9 Picture of the newly updated Peoria International Airport 

(PIA, n.d.). 
 

Figure F-9 The newly updated Peoria International Airport (PIA, n.d.) 
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Mt. Hawley Airport 
Also operated by MAAP, the Mt. Hawley Airport provides convenient access to the businesses and growing 

residential areas in northern Peoria County. It has a 4,000-foot runway, rentable hangars, and is located near 

bƻǊǘƘ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ Lǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŀōƭŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ wƻǳǘŜ сκL-474 interchange with 

Knoxville Road (Route 40). Mt. Hawley Airport also has a flight school, free courtesy car, and mechanical 

services available (Mt. Hawley Airport, n.d.). See an image of the airport in Figure F-10. 

 

Figure F-10 Outside photo of Mt. Hawley Airport, located in North Peoria 

(Mt. Hawley Airport, n.d.).  
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Pekin Municipal Airport 
tŜƪƛƴ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ рΣллл-foot runway, 

which was re-paved as part of a Summer 2019 renovation (Kramer, 2019). Owned by the City of Pekin, the 

airport boasts 24/7 accessibility to terminals, three instrument approaches, and self-service fueling. Other 

services such as a courtesy car, free amenities like coffee and snacks, a pƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƻǳƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tŜƪƛƴΩǎ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ό/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƪƛƴΣ ƴΦŘΦύΦ {ŜŜ Figure F-11 for a photo at Pekin 

Airport. 

  

Figure F-11 Photo of an aircraft on the runway at Pekin Airport 

(PekinAirport, 2016).  
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Air Cargo 
Air transportation is focused on moving lightweight, high-value goods and time-sensitive materials. However, 

the demand for air cargo is typically cost-based. Air cargo can cost five times more than road-transported 

cargo, and up to 16 times more than sea-transported cargo. Whether it is through cargo-only carriers, charter 

operators, or combination carriers transporting cargo and passengers together, airports still play an integral 

role in the overall transportation chain (Global Green Freight, n.d.). Regionally, a major air cargo hub is the 

Peoria International Airport. PIA serves two cargo carriers, UPS and DHL, and the airport is a US Customs Port 

of Entry for air cargo (PIA, n.d.).  



FREIGHT 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 134 

Rail Transportation 
Metro Peoria is served by nine common carrier railroads. Four are Class I/Continental railroads: Burlington-

Northern Santa Fe (BNSF), Canadian National (CN), Norfolk Southern (NS), and Union Pacific (UP). One Class 

II/Regional railroad, Iowa Interstate, serves Peoria, coming out of Bureau, Illinois. Four Class III/Shortline 

railroads service the region: Illinois & Midland Railroad (IMRR); Keokuk Junction Railway (KJRY); Toledo, 

Peoria, and Western Railway (TPW); and the Tazewell and Peoria Railroad (TZPR). This complex regional 

railroad system can be seen in Table F-2 and as a map in Appendix C. See below for definitions of each 

railroad class (Illinois State Rail Plan, 2012): 

¶ Class I Railroads are defined by the Federal Surface Transportation Board as having more than $398.7 million of annual carrier 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƭƻƴƎπƘŀǳƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘƛƎƘπŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƛǘȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƭŀƴŜǎΦ     

¶ Class II and Regional railroads are railroads of similar size with slightly different definitions. Class II railroads are defined as having 

annual revenue of between $31.9 million and $398.7 million. Regional railroads are defined as operating over at least 350 miles of 

track and/or having revenue of between $40 million and the Class I threshold.     

¶ Class III ƻǊ {ƘƻǊǘπƭƛƴŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ϷомΦф Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Abbreviation  Full Name  Class/Type  

BNSF  Burlington-Northern Santa Fe  Class I/Continental  

CN  Canadian Northern  Class I/Continental  

IAIS  Iowa Interstate Railroad  Class II/Regional  

IMRR  Illinois & Midland Railroad  Class III/Shortline  

KJRY  Keokuk Junction Railway Company  Class III/Shortline  

NS  Norfolk Southern  Class I/Continental  

TPW  Toledo, Peoria, & Western Railway  Class III/Shortline  

TZPR  Tazewell & Peoria Railroad  Class III/Shortline  

UP  Union Pacific  Class I/Continental  

Table F-2 List of railroads in the Tri-County area, with abbreviations and classes 

(IDOT Highway Data)  
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LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ όL5h¢Σ нлмнύΦ CǊŜƛƎƘǘ 

shipments via rail make up 37% of the total tonnage of freight shipped statewide (IDOT, 2020). Illinois rail has 

vital connections to a multitude of other freight modes, allowing cargo to be shipped efficiently:  

LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛǾŜ Ǌŀƛƭ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƛǘǎ мсΣрлл ƳƛƭŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ олл ǇƻǊǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ 

нлл ƛƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻŘŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴπŜfficient means to utilize the most effective and competitive combination of modes to 

meet their needs (Illinois State Rail Plan, IDOT, 2012).  

Despite the positive aspect of having multi-modal options, the maintenance of the infrastructure is an issue. 

It is estimated that freight rail traffic will grow, which will require substantial rail updates and repairs. 

Funding for such repairs come from state and federal funds, though there has been a major decline in these 

revenues (IDOT, 2020). Deteriorating infrastructure is a trend not only in rail, but across the board of freight 

modes.  



FREIGHT 

 

PPUATS Long-Range Transportation Plan 2045 136 

Passenger Rail 
There is no passenger rail connecting Peoria to other urban centers, although there is regional interest. 

However, the region has a history of high-speed rail: The Peoria Rocket train ran between Peoria and Chicago 

for 42 years until 1979, and the Prairie Marksman feebly began and ended service within a year in 1981 

(Tarter, 2019).   

The Central Illinois region, consisting of the Peoria metropolitan area and the Bloomington-Normal 

metropolitan area, has identified commuter rail services as a strategic goal. The two urban areas are 

approximately 45 miles apart and share employment opportunities, services, and educational institutions. An 

Amtrak station is located in bƻǊƳŀƭΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άtŜƻǊƛŀ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ό¢ŀǊǘŜǊΣ нлмфύΦ /ƻƳƳǳǘŜǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ bƻǊƳŀƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

allow Peoria residents to take advantage of Amtrak service to Chicago, St. Louis, and beyond.   

In 2012, a Passenger Rail Study was performed to investigate the feasibility of a commuter rail line between 

Peoria and Bloomington-Normal. Passenger rail would make Central Illinois more accessible and competitive 

in the national and world economy. In addition, it would reduce private automobile VMT, thus reducing 

ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ 

development of a commuter rail line from Peoria to Bloomington that generally follows I-74 on what is 

currently an NS freight line. At either end of the line, the use of infrastructure provided by other railroads will 

be required. Other rail lines at either end of the study area, including TZPR, TPW, and BNSF or UP Railroad 

ROWs are recommended to be utilized as well (IDOT, 2012).   

There are currently no plans to move forward to connect Peoria and Normal with passenger rail service, nor 

are there initiatives to seek funding for additional studies or construction.  
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Railroad Crossings 
There are nearly 7,600 highway-grade rail crossings in the State of Illinois. This number is the second highest 

in the nation after Texas. The type of crossings varies among state and local roads, private and public 

property, and road and pedestrian crossings (ICC, 2019). Within the tri-county area, there are 267 crossings, 

and 165 of them are within the 20-year planning boundary (IDOT highway data). See Table F-3 for the 

breakdown of rail crossing locations, and Appendix C for a map of railroad routes and crossings in the region.   

Type of crossing  Number 

State road rail crossings  763 

Local road rail crossings  6,832 

Total highway-grade rail crossings  7,595 

Rail crossings on bridges  2,667 

Private property rail crossings  3,589 

Private bridge structures  136 

Pedestrian grade crossings  323 

Pedestrian grade separated crossings  104 

Table F-3 Breakdown of the number and type of railroad crossings in Illinois 

(ICC, 2009) 

Between 2014 and 2018 in the Tri-County area, there have been 29 total crashes associated with railroad 

crossings, resulting in 10 injuries (IDOT, 2019). The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) is responsible for 

overseeing the safety of public highway-rail crossings across the state. IDOT funds most railroad safety costs 

from the State Road Fund, and the Illinois General Assembly uses the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) 

to pay for local roads (ICC, 2019).  
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In 2019, the GCPF received $39 million from MFT funds. These are used to implement and improve safety 

structures such as the following project types (ICC, 2019):  

¶ Warning Device Upgrades: Installation of automatic flashing light signals and gates at public grade crossings currently not equipped 

with automatic warning devices; installation of automatic flashing light signals and gates at public grade crossings currently 

equipped only with automatic flashing light signals; signal circuitry improvements at public grade crossings currently equipped only 

with automatic warning devices 

¶ Grade Separations: Construction, reconstruction, or repair of bridges carrying a local road or street over railroad tracks (overpass); 

construction, reconstruction, or repair of bridges carrying railroad tracks over a local road or street (subway) 

¶ Grade Separations: Vertical Clearance Improvements: Lowering the existing highway pavement surface under a railroad bridge to 

improve vertical clearance for motor vehicles 

¶ Pedestrian Grade Separations: Construction of a bridge to carry pedestrian or bicycle traffic over or under railroad tracks 

¶ Interconnects: Upgrading the circuitry at grade crossings where warning signals are connected to the adjacent traffic signals, so the 

two systems operate in a synchronized manner 

¶ Highway Approaches: Improvements to the portion of the public roadway directly adjacent to the crossing surface 

¶ Connecting Roads: Construction of a roadway between a closed crossing and an adjacent open, improved crossing; and 

¶ Remote Monitoring Devices: Sensor devices in the circuitry of grade crossing warning devices which immediately alert the railroad 

to any failures in warning device operations 

¶ Low Cost Improvements at Unsignalized Crossings: Installation of new, more reflective crossbuck warning signs and yield signs at 

crossings that do not require automatic warning devices 

¶ Crossing Closures: Provide an incentive payment to local agencies for the voluntarily closure of public highway-rail grade crossings  
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Emerging Trends 
Numerous emergent trends could shape the future of freight. It is not clear how exactly these trends will 

emerge onto the freight scene and what ripple effects they may cause, but it is crucial to be aware and track 

them as they arise. The following are the six major freight trends, from the Illinois State Freight Plan 

Executive Summary (2018):   

¶ Commercial and Automated/Autonomous Vehicles: Technological advances in self-driving trucks could have a profound 

significance, but implementation still faces many challenges.  

¶ Truck Platoons: Platoons consist of two or more trucks traveling closely behind one another, using automated sensors and controls 

to maintain short headway distances between vehicles. This allows the vehicles behind the lead truck to reduce fuel consumption by 

air drafting.  

¶ Rail Intermodal Developments: Containers and trailers on rail flatcars have been a growth market for freight railroads for many 

years and, intermodal rail traffic is expected to continue to grow.  

¶ Warehouse Location and Automation: The number of distribution centers has tripled in the past four years, and warehouse 

automation is dramatically increasing and expected to grow even more.  

¶ Retail Home Delivery: Within last ten years, online shopping has risen from 2.1% of the total retail in 2004 to 6.4% in 2014. The 

result of this shift in how consumers shop affects the number of trucks on the roadways, including on rural routes and in residential 

communities.  

¶ Supply Chain Sourcing: The outlook for supply chain source is speculative, and the outcome makes a difference for freight planning. 

Therefore, Illinois planners must observe trends closely to better understand the implications. 
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Goal, Objective, and Action Items 

GOAL FOR FREIGHT  

tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻΣ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

system. 

Objectives and action items  Also applicable to:  

Support the linkage of all freight types   

¶ Encourage data collection relating to freight movement throughout the region.   Economic Development  

¶ Establish a multi-ƳƻŘŀƭ ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ    

Support and improve freight movement throughout the region   

¶ Maintain or improve current truck route systems and ensure they are not being degraded at a faster than 
normal pace.  

  

¶ Invigorate the port district to ensure more effective collaboration.    

¶ Encourage emerging container-on-barge efforts.   Economic Development  

¶ Support expansion and updates to the Peoriŀ ƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  Economic Development  

¶ Ensure airports in the region are improved or maintained.    

Support and encourage future freight improvements   

¶ Continue exploring rapid passenger transport options between Peoria and Bloomington-Normal.  Mobility & Connectivity, 
Economic Development  

¶ Actively pursue rail-banking of abandoned rail lines to preserve rail corridors for future uses.  Mobility & Connectivity, 
Economic Development  
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CǳƴŘƛƴƎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 
By Federal law, the LRTP must be fiscally constrained. This means that transportation projects included in the 

plan must have reasonably guaranteed funding sources for them to be included. 
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Funding and Revenue 
This chapter will discuss revenue sources and estimate the amount of federal funding that will be available 

for transportation projects over the next 25 years in the Peoria-Pekin Metropolitan Planning Area. The 

purpose of this analysis is to determine whether or not the region has adequate resources to operate and 

maintain the existing transportation system, while also having the resources to build future capacity into the 

transportation system. There are many types of transportation addressed in this analysis, including highways 

and bridges, mass transit, and non-motorized transportation, such as bicycle trails and pedestrian 

accommodations. 

There are many sources of funds that IDOT, counties, and municipalities use to maintain and expand their 

transportation systems. They include federal, state, and local sources. This document will focus only on the 

federal sources of funds. 

The primary source of federal funds for transportation projects is the FiȄƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Act, commonly known as the FAST Act. The FAST Act is set to expire on September 30, 2020. 

IDOT relies primarily on federal funds to build and maintain roads and bridges on the state and federal 

system. IDOT also relies on the State of Illinois to provide the matching funds needed for these projects, as 

most federal transportation programs require a 20% match. The State uses funds received from the Motor 

Fuel Tax to provide the match. 

There are several federal funds that IDOT can use. Some funds, such as the Major Bridge Fund, can be used 

only for bridges, while other funds are unrestricted. Certain funds, such as STBG-Urban (formerly referred to 

as STU), can be used only in the urbanized area. Other funds, such as STBG-Rural, must be used outside the 

urbanized area, but can also be used within the 20-Year Planning Boundary.  
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Counties also receive dedicated federal funds. Peoria, Tazewell, and Woodford Counties receive an annual 

allotment of federal bridge funds knowƴ ŀǎ I.t όIƛƎƘǿŀȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳύΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ 

on the total need of deficient local bridges in the county as compared to that which exists statewide. These 

funds are limited to use on existing local structures within the county which meet eligibility criteria based 

solely on their deficient need and only when authorized by counties in coordination with IDOT regardless of 

whether or not they are within the urbanized area or the 20-Year Planning Boundary. Counties also receive 

an allocation of federal STBG-Rural funds which may only be used to address needs on county highways or 

other rural federal-aid eligible routes throughout the county that are outside of the urbanized area and only 

when authorized by counties in coordination with IDOT. Counties may compete for other statewide 

transportation funds such as Major Bridge funds. They are also eligible to apply for STBG-Urban funds that 

are programmed by the MPO and must be used within the 20-Year Planning Boundary. 

Municipalities do not receive automatic individual allocations of federal funds to build and maintain 

infrastructure. Municipalities are eligible to apply for STBG funds that are allocated to the MPO and can also 

apply for competitive grants such as BUILD, HSIP, and HPP4. The required match for these grant programs 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊ CǳŜƭ ¢ŀȄ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 

property taxes. 

Mass Transit Districts rely on federal funds allocated through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). In 

addition, they receive funding through the state of Illinois and property tax revenue to fund the required 

match. 

In addition to the federal funding sources discussed above, there are other, smaller sources of federal funds 

for transportation projects. For example, local jurisdictions can compete for funding through the 

Transportation Alternatives (TA) program for projects related to transportation enhancements and the 

former Safe Routes to School program.  

 
4 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development, Highway Safety Improvement Program, High Priority Project grants 
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Project Listings 
This section will be broken down into three sub-sections: Federal funding for IDOT to build and maintain 

federal and state highways and bridges; federal funding for municipalities and counties to build and maintain 

local streets and bridges; and federal funding for mass transit. Each sub-section will be further divided into 

three categories of projects based on timing: short-term projects (usually within six years), intermediate 

projects (seven to 10 years), and long-term projects (11 to 25 years). In addition, a category known as 

Illustrative is used for projects that do not have an identified source of funding. 
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Short Term (0-6 Year) Projects 

An estimate has been made of the total amount of funds that IDOT will receive in the next six years, including 

federal and state funds based on historical averages. Federal funding to the region fluctuates yearly, often 

differing by millions of dollars. In addition, the expiration of the FAST Act in September 2020 makes 

estimating future funding levels particularly difficult. 

All federal programs require a match. IDOT has estimated that the $397,400,000 of total project cost results 

in $320,620,000 of federal funding. Federal funds expected to be available in this time frame is $320,620,000. 

Therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained. Table FA-1 contains a list of the projects that IDOT plans to 

undertake in the 0-6 Year period. 

Project County Location Description Federal State Total 

IL 8/IL 116  
(Cedar St Extension) 

Tazewell Over TZPR RR & IL 29 in East Peoria Bridge Replacements $36,000,000 $9,000,000 $45,000,000 

I 474 Peoria I-74 to Illinois River Resurfacing (3R) $19,800,000 $2,200,000 $22,000,000 

IL 116 (Harmon Highway) Peoria Over C&NW RR/Kickapoo Cr Structure Replacement $20,000,000 $5,000,000 $25,000,000 

IL 6 Peoria North of US 150 to I 474 Resurfacing (3R) $13,040,000 $3,260,000 $16,300,000 

IL 8 (Western Avenue) Peoria Farmington Road to Lincoln Avenue Reconstruction $17,680,000 $4,420,000 $22,100,000 

US 150 (War Memorial Drive) Peoria 
West of Orange Prairie Road to West of Sterling 
Avenue 

Resurfacing (3R) $24,000,000 $6,000,000 $30,000,000 

IL 40 (Knoxville Avenue) Peoria I-74 to US 150 Reconstruction $16,800,000 $4,200,000 $21,000,000 

IL 29 (Adams Street) Peoria South of US 150 to Abington Street Reconstruction $13,600,000 $3,400,000 $17,000,000 

US 24-Business Tazewell 
West of Legion Road to East City Limits of 
Washington 

Reconstruction $34,400,000 $8,600,000 $43,000,000 

IL 40 Tazewell Bob Michel Bridge at Illinois River Bridge Rehabilitation $14,400,000 $3,600,000 $18,000,000 

US 24/IL 29/IL 116 Tazewell North of Wesley Road to south of Camp St Reconstruction $10,400,000 $2,600,000 $13,000,000 

IL 29 Peoria Gardner Lane to Lorentz Avenue 
Resurfacing (3R), turn 
lanes 

$43,600,000 $10,900,000 $54,500,000 

Adams St Peoria 
Over BNSF RR & UP RR at west city limit of 
Peoria 

Bridge Replacement $20,000,000 $5,000,000 $25,000,000 

US 150 (Westbound) Peoria Over Illinois River and IL 29 Bridge Rehabilitations $16,400,000 $4,100,000 $20,500,000 

Safety Improvements All Various Safety Improvements $4,500,000 $500,000 $5,000,000 

Resurfacing/ Bridge Rehab All Various Resurfacing/ Bridge Rehab $16,000,000 $4,000,000 $20,000,000 

Total       $320,620,000 $76,780,000 $397,400,000 

Table FA-1 Short Term  

(0-6 Year) IDOT Projects 
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Intermediate Term (7-10 Year) Projects 

The amount of federal funding available to IDOT in years seven to 10 has been estimated based on current 

funding levels. The amount of federal funding for this period is $186,100,000. ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ L5h¢Ωǎ т-10 

Year plan can be found in Table FA-2. Projects totaling $186,100,000 of federal funds are anticipated; 

therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained. 

Project County Location Description Federal State Total 

IL 98 Tazewell N. Pekin to Morton Resurfacing (3R) $16,000,000 $4,000,000 $20,000,000 

IL 29 Peoria Abington to Spalding 3R with Bike/Ped Accom $20,000,000 $5,000,000 $25,000,000 

IL 29 - Chillicothe viaduct Peoria N of Truitt to Senachwine Cr Additional Lanes, bridge $30,400,000 $7,600,000 $38,000,000 

IL 8/Farmington Rd Peoria East of Kickapoo Creek to Main St. 
Resurfacing (3R), Bike/Ped 
Accom 

$20,000,000 $5,000,000 $25,000,000 

US 150 Tazewell East Peoria to Morton 
3R with Bike/Ped, Turn 
Lane 

$24,000,000 $6,000,000 $30,000,000 

IL 6 Peoria IL 29 to IL 40 Resurfacing (3R) $9,600,000 $2,400,000 $12,000,000 

IL 116 - Lincoln & Howett Peoria Washington St to Griswold St Reconstruction $21,600,000 $5,400,000 $27,000,000 

Safety Improvements All Various Safety Improvements $4,500,000 $500,000 $5,000,000 

Resurfacing & Bridge Rehab All Various Resurfacing/ Bridge Rehab $40,000,000 $10,000,000 $50,000,000 

Total       $186,100,000 $45,900,000 $232,000,000 

  

Table FA-2 Intermediate Term  

(7-10 Year) IDOT Projects 
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Long Term (11-25 Year) Projects 

The amount of federal funding available to IDOT in Years 11-25 has been estimated to be $684,000,000. This 

figure was arrived at by consulting historical funding amounts. It is anticipated that the future amount of 

funds for Major Bridge and Interstate programs will be reduced as the backlog for these types of projects is 

reduced; therefore, the conservative figure of $684,000,000 has been used. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ L5h¢Ωǎ мм-25 Year plan can be found in Table FA-3. The amount of federal funds expected to 

be available in Years 11 to 25 is $684,000,000. Projects totaling $684,000,000 of federal funds are 

anticipated; therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained. 

Project County Location Description Federal State Total 

I 74 Peoria UP RR to W of Sterling Reconstruction $18,000,000 $2,000,000 $20,000,000 

I 74 Peoria Il 78 to Kickapoo/ Edwards Rd Reconstruction $72,000,000 $8,000,000 $80,000,000 

I 74 Peoria Kickapoo/Edwards Rd to I474 Reconstruction $36,000,000 $4,000,000 $40,000,000 

IL 40 (Knoxville Ave) Peoria US 150 to IL 6 Resurfacing (3R) $28,000,000 $7,000,000 $35,000,000 

US 150/IL 40 Peoria 
Intersection of War Memorial Dr & Knoxville 
Ave 

Intersection 
Reconstruction 

$20,000,000 $5,000,000 $25,000,000 

I 74 Tazewell Washington St to Mueller Rd Reconstruction $76,500,000 $8,500,000 $85,000,000 

IL 29 Peoria IL 6 to Chillicothe Reconstruction $80,000,000 $20,000,000 $100,000,000 

IL 8/IL 116 Peoria Cedar St over Illinois River Bridge replacement $240,000,000 $60,000,000 $300,000,000 

IL River Bridges All Over Illinois River 
Bridge preservation/ 
rehabilitations 

$32,000,000 $8,000,000 $40,000,000 

Safety Improvements All Various Safety Improvements $13,500,000 $6,500,000 $20,000,000 

Resurfacing/ Bridge Rehab All Various Resurfacing/ Bridge Rehab $68,000,000 $17,000,000 $85,000,000 

Total       $684,000,000 $146,000,000 $830,000,000 

  

Table FA-3 Long Term  

(11-25 Year) IDOT Projects 
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Illustrative Projects 

The Illinois Department of Transportation, in its role of constructing and maintaining state and federal 

highways, often looks out past the 25-year planning horizon. Projects which IDOT has identified as likely to be 

necessary in the future, but for which no source of funding has been identified, are called Illustrative. See 

Table FA-4 ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ L5h¢Ωǎ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

Project County Location Description Federal State Total 

I-74 (Murray Baker Bridge) Peo/Taz Over Illinois River Bridge Replacement $315,000,000 $35,000,000 $350,000,000 

IL 336 Peoria I-474 to Taylor Rd New Construction $72,000,000 $18,000,000 $90,000,000 

IL 336 Peoria Taylor Rd to Hanna City New Construction $82,400,000 $20,600,000 $103,000,000 

IL 29/IL-6 extension Peoria IL 6 to Cedar Hills New Construction $56,000,000 $14,000,000 $70,000,000 

Total       $525,400,000 $87,600,000 $613,000,000 

  

Table FA-4 Illustrative 

 IDOT Projects 
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Local Projects 
Each county, municipality, and road district within the 20-Year Planning Boundary has transportation 

infrastructure needs. IDOT maintains only state and federal routes; it is up to each local jurisdiction to 

maintain their current systems and provide needed improvements when possible. Local jurisdictions rely on a 

combination of federal, state, and local funds for this purpose. 

Transportation infrastructure for local jurisdictions generally falls into three categories: roadways, bridges, 

and enhancements such as sidewalks and trails. This document estimates the amount of federal funds 

expected to be made available over the life of the LRTP for the three types of transportation projects (within 

the 20-Year Planning Boundary), and compares it to the need for federal funds identified by local 

jurisdictions. 

Each type of funding is further divided into Short-Term Projects (0 ς 5 Years), Intermediate-Term Projects (6 ς 

10 Years), and Long-Term Projects (11 ς 25 Years). In addition, projects for which funding is not currently 

expected to be available are listed as Illustrative Projects (Tables FA-8 and FA-9). 

Counties receive a direct allocation of federal funds for maintenance and improvement of county highways 

and other rural federal-aid eligible roads throughout the county as authorized by the counties in coordination 

with IDOT. These funds, called STBG-Rural and previously STR, are primarily to be used outside the urbanized 

area but can be used within the 20-Year Planning Boundary. This document is concerned only with STBG-

Rural funds that are used within the 20-Year Planning Boundary. 

Municipalities do not receive direct federal funding for transportation infrastructure. Any federal funding 

received by a municipality is obtained through a competitive grant process. Federal funds require a match, 

which typically ranges from 10% to 30%. Both counties and municipalities rely on Motor Fuel Tax funds to 

provide the required match. 

An estimate has been made of the amount of federal funds that will be available in the following time periods 

for counties and municipalities. The estimates are calculated based on historical figures with a 2% inflation 

factor added in later years.  
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Short Term (0-5 Year) Roadway Projects 

An estimate has been made of the total amount of funds that local agencies will receive in the next five years, 

largely based on the FYs 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Federal funding to the 

region fluctuates yearly, often differing by millions of dollars. In addition, the expiration of the FAST Act in 

September 2020 makes estimating future funding levels very difficult. 

The amount of federal funds expected to be available in Years 0 ς 5 is $43,121,993. Projects totaling 

$26,415,557 are anticipated; therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained. 

Project Jurisdiction Description Location Source of Funds Proposed Alloc. 

Camp St and River Rd 
Roundabout 

East Peoria Reconstruction Intersection STP-U, Local $800,000  

Camp St and Riverside 
Dr 

East Peoria Reconstruction Intersection STP-U, Local $1,470,000  

Courtland St Morton Improvement Morton Ave to Main St STP-U, Local $1,855,000  

Glen Ave Peoria Reconstruction Knoxville Ave to Sheridan Ave in Peoria STP-U, Local $1,400,000  

Pekin Front St Pekin Reconstruction Fayette St to Distillery Rd in Pekin NHFP, Local $4,664,000  

Parkway Dr Peoria Maintenance Sheridan Rd to N City Limit STP-U, Local $268,000  

Adams St and 
Jefferson St Signal 
Upgrades 

Peoria Maintenance 
SW Adams St at Harrison, Liberty, Fulton, & Main; SW Jefferson St at 
Liberty, Fulton, Main, & Hamilton 

HSIP, Local $67,500  

Western Ave Peoria Reconstruction N of Howett St to Adams St HSIP, Local $2,353,423  

Section 130 Rail 
Upgrade Alta Rd 

Peoria County Maintenance AAR DOT Crossing #175630D, on Alta Ln between Rte 91 and Radnor Rd Section 130, Railroad $205,200  

Allen Rd Peoria Maintenance 1,200 ft N of Pioneer Pkwy to Walton St STP-U, Local $550,000  

Adams St and 
Jefferson St Signal 
Upgrades 

Peoria Maintenance 
SW Adams St at Harrison, Liberty, Fulton, & Main; SW Jefferson St at 
Liberty, Fulton, Main, & Hamilton 

HSIP, Local $1,737,051  

Broadway Rd Pekin Maintenance Veterans Dr to Springfield Rd STP-U, STP-R, Local $4,112,000  

  

Table FA-5 Short-Term (0-5 Year) Local 

Roadway Projects 
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Intermediate Term (6-10 Year) Roadway Projects 

The estimate for federal funds anticipated to be available for Intermediate Term Projects (Years 6-10) was 

determined using historical data. A 2% inflation factor was added to the average annual amount available in 

Years 0-5. The federal amount expected to be available for roadway projects is $43,121,993. 

As part of the LRTP process, counties and municipalities were asked to identify local projects to be funded 

with federal funds. Projects submitted would require a total of $212,373,000 in federal funds. In order to 

make the project list fiscally constrained, the list was reduced to correspond to the amount of federal funds 

expected to be available. Several factors were used to reduce the number of projects in order to make the 

plan fiscally constrained, including regional significance, local priority, and public input. 

Larger projects were divided into phases. It is important to note that the dollar amounts associated with 

these phases are only estimates; jurisdictions can still apply for other grants in order to fund the project in its 

entirety. Projects totaling $38,067,000 are anticipated; therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained. 

Project Jurisdiction Description Location Proposed Alloc. 

Cloverdale Road Chillicothe Reconstruction IL 29 to White Clover Dr $2,170,000  

Pinecrest Drive Ext East Peoria New Roadway Muller to Springfield Rd $1,750,000  

Detroit Ave Morton Improvement 2,000 ft south of US-150 to IL-98 $1,925,000  

Court Street Revitalization Pekin Reconstruction Valle Vista to 8th Street $3,500,000  

Derby Street Revitalization Pekin Reconstruction 14th St to IL-29 $3,500,000  

Adams St & Jefferson Street Peoria Improvement SW Camblin Ave to Western Ave $3,500,000  

Allen Road  Peoria Improvement War Memorial Dr to Willow Knolls Road $3,500,000  

Main Street Peoria Improvement North St to Water St $3,500,000  

Nebraska Avenue  Peoria Improvement Sterling Rd to University St $3,000,000  

Wisconsin Avenue Peoria Improvement Nebraska Avenue to Forrest Hill Ave $3,000,000  

University Street Peoria Maintenance Glen Ave to Pioneer Parkway  $2,772,000  

Gale Ave  Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Sterling Ave to Forrest Hill $3,150,000  

Sheridan Rd Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Glen to Knoxville $2,800,000  

Cty Hwy 23 (Douglas Rd) Woodford County Improvement Box culvert replacement $350,000  

Table FA-6 Intermediate Term  

(6-10 Year) Local Roadway Projects 
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Long Term (11-25 Year) Roadway Projects 

The estimate for federal funds anticipated to be available for Long-Term Roadway Projects (Years 11-25) was 

determined using historical data. A 2% inflation factor was added to the average annual amount available in 

Years 6-10. The federal amount expected to be available for roadway projects is $156,061,075. 

All projects submitted for years 11 ς 25 would require $467,356,500 in federal funds to complete. In order to 

make the list of projects fiscally constrained, the list of projects was reduced to correspond to the amount of 

federal funds expected to be available. As with the Intermediate Term projects, a number of factors were 

used to reduce the number of projects in order to make the plan fiscally constrained. Again, larger projects 

were divided into phases so that no one project was allocated a disproportionate amount of funding. 

Table FA-7 on the following page shows the Long-Term local roadway projects. $153,000,000 in projects are 

anticipated in this time frame. Therefore, the plan is fiscally constrained.  
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Project Jurisdiction Description Location Proposed Alloc. 

Garfield Extension Bartonville New Roadway Airport Road to Smithville Road $5,250,000  

Fischer Av. Creve Coeur Improvement IL 29 to New Veterans Drive $4,200,000  

Highview Road East Peoria Improvement City of East Peoria near ICC $1,750,000  

Spring Creek Rd Fondulac Road Dist. Improvement Spring Crk Rd from IL116 to Washington Rd Dist $5,670,000  

Fourth St. Morton Improvement E. Queenswood Rd to Broadway Rd $5,600,000  

Main Street Morton Improvement Jackson (US150) to Highland $3,500,000  

Tennessee Ave Morton Improvement Jackson (US150) to Broadway $7,840,000  

Veterans Rd  Morton Improvement W. Courtland St to Wildlife Dr $350,000  

5th Street Widening Pekin Improvement Koch St to VFW Road $2,800,000  

Hamilton Blvd Peoria Improvement North St. to Crescent Ave $2,940,000  

Martin Luther King Dr.  Peoria Improvement Western to RB Garrett $6,000,000  

Nebraska Avenue  Peoria Improvement University St to Prospect Ave $8,000,000  

Prospect Road Peoria Improvement Glen Oak to War Memorial $21,350,000  

SW Adams St  Peoria Improvement Edmund St to I-474 $7,000,000  

Big Hollow Rd Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement US 150 (War Mem Dr) to Charter Oak Rd $8,000,000  

Cedar Hills Drive Peoria County Improvement IL Route 29 to Dunlap Village Limits $5,000,000  

Charter Oak Road Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Koerner Road to Big Hollow Road $7,700,000  

Old Galena Road Peoria County Improvement Cedar Hills Drive to Truitt Ave. $6,000,000  

Radnor Road Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Willow Knolls to Fox Rd $8,000,000  

Reservoir Boulevard Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Richwoods Blvd. to IL Route 8 $4,000,000  

Richwoods Boulevard Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement Sterling Ave, to Reservoir Blvd. $8,000,000  

Sterling Ave (CHR55) Peoria County Improvement Frm MLK Dr to Manor Pkway $800,000  

Willow Knolls Rd Peoria Co & Peoria Improvement War Memorial to University $8,000,000  

Manito Rd Tazewell County Improvement Wagonseller to IL29 $7,000,000  

Cruger Road Phase IV Washington Improvement N. Main to Diebel $1,750,000  

Guth Road Phase II Washington Improvement Hunzicker Rd. to S. Main St. $700,000  

Sterling Avenue West Peoria Improvement Sterling to Manor Parkway $2,800,000  

Douglas Road Woodford County Improvement IL 116 to Tazewell County Line $1,000,000  

IL Rte 116, CH23 & CH25 Woodford Co & IDOT Traffic Signals At CH23 and CH25 $2,000,000  

Table FA-7 Long Term (11-25 Year) Local Roadway Projects 
















































































