
Opportunities for public comment will be afforded. 

 

For more information, contact Reema Abi-Akar at (309) 673-9796 ext. 231 or 

rabiakar@tricountyrpc.org, or visit http://www.tricountyrpc.org/transportation/transit/ 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, should any person wishing to 

attend this meeting need special accommodations for signing or other communications, 

please contact the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission Office at (309) 673-9330. 

  

  HSTP Steering Committee Meeting 

(Human Services Transportation Plan)  

Tuesday, August 3, 2021 – 12:00 PM 

Open to the Public 

Meeting Location: VIRTUAL and in-person*: 

456 Fulton St., Suite 401, Peoria, IL 61602  
*please call in advance to reserve your in-person spot  

 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://www.gotomeet.me/TCRPC/hstp 

 
You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (408) 650-3123 
 

Access Code: 527-106-485 

Agenda 

1. Welcome, Introductions, & Roll Call 

2. Public Comment 

3. Approval of June 1, 2021 Minutes 

4. Provider and Agency Updates 

5. HSTP Coordinator Report 

6. Summary of Tri-County Stakeholder Informational Interviews 

7. 5310 Call for Projects 

8. Discussion: Amending Bylaws to Include Virtual Attendance & 

Voting 

9. Approval to Amend Bylaws to Include Virtual Attendance & Voting 

10. Other 

11. Adjourn 

mailto:rabiakar@tricountyrpc.org
http://www.tricountyrpc.org/transportation/transit/
https://www.gotomeet.me/TCRPC/hstp
tel:+14086503123,,527106485
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Human Services Transportation Plan Steering Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 – 12:00 PM 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC)  

Suite 401, 456 Fulton St., Peoria, IL 61602 

Hybrid Meeting: Both Virtual and In-Person Options 

Meeting Minutes 

Welcome, Introductions, & Roll Call 

Reema Abi-Akar called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m.  

RURAL AREA SUBCOMMITTEE 

Name Organization Representing Present Absent 

Shelly Entrekin* 
FCRC/FCRT Fulton 

X  

Barb Long*  X 

Doug Manock* Fulton County Board 
Fulton 

 X 

Audra Miles* Fulton County PCOM X  

Mark Rudolph KCCDD Knox X  

Pamelyn Usher City of Galesburg  Knox X  

Hannah Fuchs Marshall-Stark PCOM Marshall X  

David Lueders Marshall County Board Marshall X  

Mary Patton AARP Peoria X  

Andrew Dwyer GPMTD - CountyLink Peoria  X 

Traci Dowell MSW Projects Stark  X 

J. Thomas Howes Stark County Board Stark X  

Joe Roberts Tazewell County Board Tazewell  X 

Brandon Hovey Tazewell County Board Tazewell X  

Tyler Rogers ADDWC Woodford  X 

Mike Hutchinson We Care Woodford  X 

URBAN AREA SUBCOMMITTEE 

Dawn Harper EP!C Agency X  

Adam Duvall Advocates for Access CIL X  

Angel Marinich  TransDev Provider X  

Renee Razo 
Central Illinois Agency on 

Aging 
Agency X  

Chris Mitchell Paratransit User User X  

Don Rulis CWTC Agency  X 

Greg Cassidy TCRC Agency X  

 * = Shared seat   ** = Proxy Vote  stricken = no longer in their position 

Also in attendance: 

Reema Abi-Akar, TCRPC Doug Roelfs, GPMTD   Connie Schiele, Transit User  

Michael Bruner, TCRPC  Audrey Barrett, Snyder Village  

Gabriel Guevara, TCRPC Jacob Irish, Western IL Agency on Aging 
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Public Comment 

No public comment. 

Approval of the April 6, 2021 Minutes 

Brandon Hovey moved to approve the April 6, 2021 minutes, and J. Thomas Howes seconded. 

Based on a roll call vote, the motion passed.  

 

Public Hearing for Title VI Program with Environmental Justice Consideration and Limited 

English Proficiency Plan + Public Participation Plan  

Brandon Hovey moved to enter into the public hearing, and Mary Patton seconded. Michael 

Bruner provided a brief presentation on Tri-County’s updated Title VI plan with Environmental 

Justice Consideration and Limited English Proficiency plan, as well as the Public Participation 

Plan. Michael explained that the Title VI plan is a mandated document from the federal 

government regarding civil rights and the protection from discrimination on the basis of race, 

color, or national origin. Environmental Justice section considers the impact to low-income, 

minority, and other disadvantaged populations, and the Limited English Proficiency section 

addresses language assistance needs related to transportation planning.  

 

Finally, he explained that Tri-County’s Public Participation Plan outlines outreach methods and 

policies that TCRPC uses, including lessons learned from COVID-19. This is the third public 

hearing out of three. Michael noted that this plan is currently in draft form, and TCRPC will 

accept any comments or questions. There were no comments. J. Thomas Howes moved to close 

the public hearing, and Mary Patton seconded.  

Provider and Agency Updates 

FCRT/FCRC 

Shelly Entrekin had no updates. 

 

Fulton County 

Audra Miles had no updates.  

KCCDD 

Mark Rudolph reported that they are enjoying their two new vehicles. 

City of Galesburg 

Pamelyn Usher-Miller had no updates.   

Marshall County 

Neither Hannah Fuchs nor David Lueders had updates.  
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AARP 

Mary Patton had no updates.  

Stark County 

J. Thomas Howes had no updates.  

Tazewell County 

Brandon Hovey had no updates.  

Advocates for Access 

Adam Duvall had no updates.  

CityLift & CountyLink 

Angel Marinich reported that the labor market is improving, they have hired new drivers, and 

their service has doubled. They are still hiring new drivers. 

 

Central Illinois Agency on Aging 

Renee Razo reported that CIAOA is still looking for new drivers. They are having their annual 

golf tournament, and they are looking for golfers or sponsors. 

 

Transit User 

Chris Mitchell noted that she has used CityLift and has had an excellent experience with her 

two drivers.  

 

Tazewell County Resource Centers (TCRC) 

Greg Cassidy reported that as of July 1st, TCRC will acquire WeCare. He said that the two 

organizations will merge, and WeCare will be folded into TCRC.   

HSTP Coordinator Report 

Reema gave a presentation to the group regarding 5310 funding. She presented what the grant 

can be used for and who is eligible to use these funds. Mark Rudolph and Brandon Hovey 

volunteered to be a part of the Selection Committee to assist in the process of funding projects.  

Reema noted that TCRPC staff will begin to conduct interviews of committee members to 

understand their organization’s goals and how to better serve each one through HSTP.  

Reema noted that she anticipates future meetings will be held in a hybrid format, with an 

option for phone, web, and in-person attendance. 
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Grey Area Study Update 

The Grey Area study is set to identify locations in the urbanized area that have public transit 

gaps, and identify means of filling these gaps. Reema noted that Tri-County and their 

consultant, Lochmueller Group, hosted a Grey Area steering committee meeting last week. 

Some recommendations from this study involve microtransit options, demand response, and a 

potential commuter route to Washington or Morton.  

Doug Roelfs mentioned that the Greater Peoria Mass Transit District is looking at an app, called 

Ride Peoria, in collaboration with Lyft and Enjoy Peoria. This app would allow the scheduling 

and coordination of many types of rides, including both public transit and biking. 

Other 

No other business was brought up. 

Adjournment 

J. Thomas Howes moved to adjourn the meeting, and Brandon Hovey seconded. The meeting 

adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
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Human Service Transportation Plan (HSTP) 

Region 5 Committee Bylaws 
 

Article I:  Purpose 
 

A. Create a Human Services Transportation Plan (hereinafter called the HSTP) in fulfillment 

of the provisions of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A 

Legacy for Users (hereinafter called SAFETEA-LU). 

B. Continue to meet coordination requirements under Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 

Century (hereinafter called MAP-21), continued by Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 

Act (hereinafter called FAST Act). 

C. Guide the implementation of coordination strategies to achieve human service 

transportation objectives. 

D. Plan, develop, and assist in the deployment of transportation programs that maximize 

the use of available transportation services, public capital, and operating funding.  

E. Collaborate with other HSTP Regions on interregional and interstate transportation 

issues.  

Article II:  Geographic Area 

The HSTP committee shall encompass Fulton, Knox, Marshall, Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, and 

Woodford Counties in Illinois (hereinafter called HSTP Region 5).   

Article III:  Membership  

The HSTP Region 5 Committee shall include a combination of representatives from the 

following areas: public or private transit providers, not-for-profit organizations, human services 

organizations, transit users, members of local governments, and other interested citizens.  

Representation should balance accessibility, aging, workforce, and education interests when 

possible.   

A. HSTP Region 5 shall be composed of the following representatives: 

1. Up to two members per county who represent rural areas of their respective 

counties (equaling fourteen members).   

2. Up to seven members from the Peoria-Pekin urbanized area. 

3. Up to two members to represent the region as a whole, to be appointed by the 

rest of the committee. 

4. Shared representative seats are permissible and must be noted as such by the 

appointing body.  

B. Appointment and Membership Term: 

1. Rural representatives shall be appointed by each respective County Board Chair 

within HSTP Region 5. 
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2. Urbanized Area representatives shall be appointed by the Peoria-Pekin 

Urbanized Area Transportation Study technical and policy committees 

(hereinafter called PPUATS). 

3. The term of membership for both rural and urbanized area representatives is 

three years. 

C. Vacancies and Absences: 

1. If there is a vacancy on the Committee, remaining committee members, the 

respective County Board Chair, or HSTP staff, shall recommend a new member 

from the respective geographic area to fill the vacant position. The designated 

individual shall be appointed to the Committee by the guidelines listed under 

“Appointment and Membership Term,” above.  

2. If a member is unable to attend a meeting, that person shall communicate with 

HSTP staff in advance for it to be considered an excused absence.  

3. If a member is unable to attend a meeting and has not communicated their 

absence before the meeting to HSTP staff, it will be noted as an unexcused 

absence. 

4. After a member has three unexcused absences in a row, HSTP staff can contact 

the member’s respective County Board Chair to recommend a new member in 

their place. 

5. If a member or a representative to their organization has not attended at least 

two HSTP Region 5 meetings within a year of their CVP application, HSTP staff 

has the right to give that organization a participation score of zero. 

D. Voting: 

1. Each HSTP Region 5 committee member will have one vote, except where 

noted. 

2. No absentee voting shall be allowed.  

3. If a seat is shared and both representatives are present, only one vote will be 

recorded for that seat.  

4. Members of HSTP Region 5 may select a designated voting representative to 

have proxy voting rights at the meeting in their absence.   

5. If a Committee member wishes to have another individual represent their vote 

at a meeting, a written notice signed by the Committee member must be 

provided before the beginning of the meeting.  

6. Within 90 days of appointment, a voting representative shall complete the Illinois 

Secretary of State’s Open Meetings Act Test (OMA) as required by IDOT-OIPI; 

and shall provide a copy of certificate to be kept on file with HSTP staff.  Note, 

this is a onetime requirement; any previously completed OMA certificates prior 

to appointment/designation will be accepted.   

7. After 90 days of appointment, any voting representative who has not submitted 

an OMA training certificate to HSTP staff is not permitted to vote at meetings.  
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8. Motions will be passed by a simple majority of the vote. 

E. Chair: 

1. The HSTP Committee, if they choose, can take nominations and vote for a chair 

and vice-chair.  

2. The term for chair and vice-chair will be one year. 

3. If the Committee chooses not to have a chair and vice-chair, or if no Committee 

members are nominated or accept the nomination, chair duties will fall upon 

HSTP staff.  

F. HSTP Region 5 members are not reimbursed for travel expenses associated with 

attendance at Committee meetings, nor do members receive a per diem.   

Article IV:  Meetings 

A. All meetings shall be open to the public and conducted in accordance with the Illinois 

Open Meetings Act.   

B. All meetings shall be conducted following Robert’s Rules of Order. 

C. Committee members may attend meetings in person, call in by phone, or log in via the 

internet. Any member who attends in person, by phone, or via internet will be counted 

as “present” on the official record, and they can vote on agenda items that require a 

vote.  

D. A quorum of the Committee shall consist of a simple majority, without regard to county 

origin or urban/rural subcommittee designation. 

E. All members of the Committee shall receive a mailed or emailed notice of the date, 

time, and place of each meeting no later than 7 days before the meeting.  Any other 

individual or agency may submit his/her name to the HSTP staff in order to be notified 

of upcoming meetings. 

F. The Committee shall hold a minimum of four meetings each year. 

Article V:  Amendments and Severability 

A. These bylaws shall become effective upon majority vote of the HSTP Region 5 

committee. 

B. These bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of Committee members. 

C. If any one or more of the provisions of this Agreement is declared unconstitutional or 

contrary to law, the validity of the remainder of the Agreement shall not be affected. 

 

 


